
www.ststephensdulwich.org     1

Spire
St. Stephen’s Community Magazine

Autumn 2014
Issue 17

InSpire: We harvest stories from Colombia, the Middle East, 

Poland, West Africa and more...



2     www.ststephensdulwich.org

MAGGIE’S
The Ultimate in home cleaning
01293 528879 (Answerphone)

Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service 
to coincide with your requirements.  

We also offer a spring cleaning service, a 
reliable window cleaning service including 

frames, sills and conservatories

Maggie’s professionally trained team of 
ladies are here to dust your blues away.  We 
are in your area now.  We supply all our own 

materials and equipment.

Contact us: 
07860 367857 or

david_phillips18@sky.com

Cleaning in Dulwich for 25 years

roger pope and partners 
independent opticians

personal service 
unrivalled choice 
comprehensive half hour 
eye examinations 
qualified opticians 
contact lenses 
friendly and professional 

29 dulwich village - london - SE21 7BN 
020 8299 0230 
dulwich@rogerpope.co.uk 

DULWICH MONTESSORI 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

   
 Well established term time Nursery School 
 Open 8.30am-3pm Monday to Thursday, 

8.30am-1pm on Fridays  
 Open for children aged 2 to 5 years 

 Montessori learning environment and 
qualified staff 

 High staff : pupil ratio 
 New refurbished outdoor play area 

St Stephen‛s Church Hall, College Road, London, SE21 7HW  

Tel.: 020 8766 0091, 07795 322688 
www.dulwichmontessori.co.uk Email: office@dulwichmontessori.co.uk 

mailto:office%40dulwichmontessori.co.uk?subject=via%20Spire%20magazine
http://www.dulwichmontessori.co.uk
http://www.rogerpope.co.uk/dulwich/
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WELCOME
Angela Emmott
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St Stephen’s Church
College Road, Dulwich, London SE21 7HW 

Tel: (020) 8766 7281
Office open on Saturday 10.30-11.30

Vicar - Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann
vicar@ststephensdulwich.org

curate - Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd 
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reader - Mrs Trot Lavelle 
t.lavelle181@btinternet.com

director of muSic - Jonathan Turner
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Joan Greenwood & Patrick Robathan
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The team:
Angela Emmott, Bernhard Schünemann, Rebecca Lloyd, Katie Preusser, Gemma Birt, 
Christine & John Murrell, Maria Anguita, Linda Inniss, Caroline Sawle & Sarah Bucknall.   

Looking for a venue for your party 
or group?
St Stephen’s Millennium Hall: available 
to hire from £40/hr.
To book please visit 
http://www.ststephensdulwich.org/
millennium-hall/ or  email hallbookings@
ststephensdulwich.org

Bring your family to our 
Church - says Gemma Birt
The congregation at St Stephen’s 
welcomes and looks forward 
to children and their families 
attending services. In particular, 
the regular 10am Sunday service 
is always full of families, with 
children; young and older. 
During school term time, there is 
a Sunday school called “Footsteps” 
that runs during part of the 10am 
service. A self-help crèche is 
available to all children under 3 
and their parents, in the hall, with a 

screen showing the service. On the 
last Sunday of each month, DBS 
checked volunteers who are more 
than happy to look after babies 
and toddlers whilst their parents 
take part in the main service, host 
the crèche. Children are a hugely 
important part the St Stephen’s 
family. Apart from Footsteps they 
also contribute to the 10 am service 
by singing in the church choir 
(more volunteers please!) and older 
teenagers assist as servers during 
the service. Children may also 
be baptised and confirmed at St 
Stephen’s: please do speak to our 
Vicar or Curate if you would like to 
know more about this.   
Thank you to all the families who 
join in our 10 am Sunday service, 
and to those who work with the 
children. If you are thinking of 
coming for the first time, please 
do! We look forward to meeting 
you and your family! 

Come, sing a song of harvest
Of thanks for daily food!
To offer God the first-fruits
Is old as gratitude.
Shall we, sometimes forgetful 
Of where creation starts, 
With science in our pockets 
Lose wonder from our hearts?
And lest the world go hungry 
While we ourselves are fed,
Make each of us more ready 
To share our daily bread.
From a Hymn by Fred Pratt Green 1903–2000

With this autumn edition of Spire 
we give you some insights into 
the lives and beliefs of others both 
around the world, and here in 
London. Harvest Festival celebrates 
the gathering in of our crops but is 
also a Thanksgiving time in many 
faiths and nationalities.
So as the world searches for peace 
maybe we can try to increase our 
understanding of the ways of 
others?
Please meet Rebecca, our very 
welcome new Curate who has 
come to train alongside our vicar 
Bernhard. We introduce you to 
Sandra, a new volunteer in an 
important role. Bernhard reminds 
us of the Biblical recounting of 
migration to Egypt due to climate 
change and it’s relevance to 
population movement today.
Read of the resurgence of Christian 
activity in Latin America, and 
Church building in Ghana. Do you 
recognise aspects of growing up 
under communism that Monika 
is sharing? Lastly Peter, a globe 
trotting professional, shares some 

special moments of international, 
and intertwined faith contact.
Journey with us through Spire, 
and remember at St Stephen’s, 
everyone is invited to share his or 
her journeys with us too.
Come celebrate Harvest and 
Thanksgiving, our doors are open.

mailto:vicar%40ststephensdulwich.org%0D?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:t.lavelle181%40btinternet.com?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:dom%40ststephensduwlich.org%0D?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:churchwarden1%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:parishoffice%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:hallbookings%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:hallbookings%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
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FROM THE viCAR’S DESK

Welcoming and saying farewell  
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

My mother-in-law tells me there 
is much underused farmland 
in Estonia, one of the smallest 
European countries in the Nordic 
region, where she lives. 

What is more, she tells me that 
this tiny country of Estonia with 
an indigenous population of just 
over one million is willing and 
ready to take in one million 
migrants from countries 
that may be becoming 
uninhabitable due to 
climate change. The 
people of southern 
I t a l y,  G reece , 
T u n i s i a ,  a n d 
other countries 
on the edge 
of  the  ever 
e x p a n d i n g 
Sahara, may 
b e  f i n d i n g 
t h a t  t h e y 
have to find 
new countries 
t o  l i v e  i n , 
countries that 
currently are very 
cold, but may by 
then have become 
quite pleasant and 
temperate.

The most formative event 
in the history of the people of 
the Bible is an event of mass 

migration because of climate 
change. The migrants, possibly 
from the territory of modern 
day Israel come to Egypt during 
a period of prolonged draught, 
once settled there they become 
a persecuted minority and form 

themselves into a nation that 
throws off the shackles of slavery 
and escapes to a promised land, 
and the rest is – as they say – 
history. History that is still with 
us today.

For me one of London’s attractions 
is that its population is made up 
of people from so many different 
nations, most of whom quickly 
come to admire and emulate the 
British way of life, with its emphasis 
on liberty and responsibility. 

When I go and visit parishioners, 
I often hear stories about the 
n e i g h b o u r l i n e s s  o f  s m a l l 
neighbourhoods, people taking 
responsibility for each other, even 
though they only just speak a 
common language. For me it is 
endlessly fascinating to sit in my 
church or in the church hall after 
services and hear the stories of 
people and families who have 
arrived here from many different 
parts of the world. Equally, of 

course, others leave:  it is 
sad to say good bye when 

a family for example, 
decides to emigrate to 

Tasmania or another 
family returns to 

W a s h i n g t o n . 
Others follow 
their partners 
and perhaps 
l ive  in  far 
flung places 
s u c h  a s 
r e c e n t l y 
from our St 
S t e p h e n ’ s 
community 
some have 

left to settle 
in Colombia 

or Indonesia. 
B u t  p e r h a p s 

they will take a 
bit of London with 

them, and implant 
the spirit of generosity 

and openness in the places 
wherever they might be going.
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REACHing OuT

Across Borders
By Peter Frost

One of the joys of having had a 
multi-national job has been the 
opportunity over the years to meet 
people from a wide range of ethnic 
backgrounds and to discuss their 
social issues and religious beliefs. 
Whilst the standard university 
question is “compare and contrast” 
my experience has been that there 
is much more to share than to 
contrast.

A Parsi colleague in the Mumbai 
office looked downcast as he was 
about to go home. What’s the 
problem, I enquired. “My 16 year 
old son wants a motor bike. My 
wife is slowly giving in to him, 
but I’m very reluctant – so the 
argument goes on every evening!”

With all the concerns about 
extremism, how comforting to 
be at dinner with guests in the 
Middle East a few years ago and 
to find a Shia Muslim married to a 
Palestinian Christian. Apparently, 
their parents weren’t too happy 
but the couple obviously rose 
above this. I counted five different 
religions at dinner that night and 
all of us quite open in discussing 
our lives and beliefs.  

On other trips, being encouraged to 
wear a yarmulke at a Jewish funeral 
in the USA and by an Israeli to do so 
at the Western Wall. Or lunch with 
Israelis at an Arab-run restaurant in 
northern Israel near the Lebanese 
border and being joined by the 
owner for a chat –all adding to 
the clear belief that we are all in 
this together – even if that’s now 
a cliché. One only has to visit the 
Hindu temple in Neasden to further 
experience this togetherness. 

Sipping Saudi Champagne (a 
totally non-alcoholic drink) in 
Riyadh whilst in discussion with 
a young Saudi, I realised that 
his knowledge of Christianity 
certainly challenged mine. We 
covered a wide range of subjects 
whilst waiting for the restaurants 
to re-open after evening prayer 

discussing, for example, multiple 
wives (which his only wife refused 
to accept) and the ban on women 
driving -  a complaint from his and 
his colleague’s  wife even though 
he had never seen the latter’s face. 
Back home I’ve been challenged 
by a Sunni colleague to respect 
Ramadan with him and I’ve said 
I will - but please not during the 
summer!

The list could go on and my 
apologies if this sounds like a 
travelogue. The intention has been 
simply to provide a few examples 
from around the world of how 
easy it is to reach out to other 
communities, regardless of race 
or religion. 

Yarmulke:- skullcap worn by Jewish men when they 
pray, eat or study, as a sign of respect to God who is 
above them

St George and the dragon denotes a Palestinian 
Christian house 

Parsi family travelling around Mumbai
http://photogallery.sandesh.com/Picture

http://orlando.pt/2013/02/15/saudi-arabia-students/
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nicholas&co.
solicitors
incorporating Emmott & Levan 
incorporating Davis Hanson

Commercial Property  Nick Nicholas 

Dispute Resolution   Philip Philippou 

Family and Matrimonial  Elizabeth Tillyer

Residential Property,  
Wills and Probate   Rodney Emmott

020 7323 4450        www.nicholassolicitors.com
18–22 Wigmore Street, London W1U 2RG       Email: info@nicholassolicitors.com
Nicholas & Co. is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. No. 58769

Home visits in Dulwich upon request.

When experience matters

 

Specialists in the sale of residential  
properties in Dulwich and surrounding areas.   

Please contact us for our latest list of houses and flats  
available in these areas or visit our website: 

 

www.harveywheeler.com 
 

27 Dulwich Village London SE21 7BN 
www.harveywheeler.com 

020 8693 4321 

http://www.nicholassolicitors.com
http://www.harveywheeler.com


www.ststephensdulwich.org     7

THE nEW CuRATE

Meet Rebecca  
The Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd has 
just joined St Stephen’s as our 
new curate. Curates are vicars in 
training and Rebecca will be with 
us for three to four years, getting 
involved in parish life and learning 
about ministry. She tells us that she 
is very much enjoying her new job: 
“Everyone at St Stephen’s has been 
very friendly and helpful,” she says, 
“and I love the quiet spirituality of 
the building and the services, the 
excellent music, and of course the 
wide variety of interesting people 
I meet in the parish.” She has 
particularly enjoyed “getting to 
know everyone, going on visits and 
starting to go along to community 
events like the Kingswood Festival.”

Rebecca has packed quite a lot 
into her life so far. She has spent 
the past three years training for 
ministry at Westcott House, a 
theological college in Cambridge, 
where she also read for a BA in 
Theology and Religious Studies 
at Jesus College. “It was a great 
opportunity,” she says, “although 
a bit of a shock to be living as a 
student again and writing essays in 
my mid-thirties. I’m now very much 
enjoying living in a proper home, 
with a kitchen – and especially a 
washing machine!”

During her training she gained 
practical experience in parish 
churches, a college chapel, and a 
hospice, and even went on exchange 
to Yale Divinity School, USA. “Yale 
was an amazing experience,” she 
says. “I got to live alongside people 
from at least 40 different Christian 
denominations; I learned so much. 
Being in New England for one of 
the most colourful ‘Falls’ in decades 
was a bonus, the leaves were 
amazing!” Before training she lived 
in Streatham and spent seven years 
as a civil servant, working in policy 
roles including in children’s health. 
She previously studied music and 
plays the clarinet.

Rebecca has considered London 
her home for many years and has 
lived in different parts of the city. 

She likes South London the most 
for its greenness and its range of 
people. It’s quite different from 
North Wales, where she grew up 
and where her parents live. “But 
Wales is still sort of home too”, 
she told us, and “I do still speak 
Welsh!” As well as music, Rebecca 
enjoys walking, good food and 
beer, travel (Iceland and Italy 
being two favourite destinations), 
and reading trashy novels to relax. 
She is hoping to get a dog in the 
near future and would welcome 
any advice from experienced dog 
owners! 

Rebecca hopes that people will feel 
free to stop and chat if they see 
her out and about in the parish, 
or indeed make contact with her 
via the church. “Do let me know if 
there’s anything I can help with or 
pray for, or anything more you’d 
like to see St Stephen’s doing to 
support our community. Please 
come and say hello.”
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Evangelism in Colombia, South America
by Christine Murrell

THE HAggAi inSTiTuTE

I had never heard of the Haggai 
Institute until I met my friend Jose 
Enrique again recently. Known as 
Kike, he lives in Bogota and when 
he told me how they had led him to 
believe in Jesus Christ I was eager 
to know more.

A Syrian-American named Dr John 
Haggai, founded Haggai in1969. It 
aims to identify Christian leaders 
in the developing world, and offer 
high quality, specific training 
enabling them to more effectively 
reach their own people for Christ. 
They have to date given training 
and support to 78,000 leaders 
from 183 countries and each of 
these leaders are challenged to 
pass on their training to others in 
their communities, ensuring that 
this work continues to grow. One 
of the reasons you may not have 
heard about Haggai is that many 
of the countries in which these 
Christian leaders are working, are 
militantly hostile to the gospel 
and widespread advertising could 
endanger their lives.

Dr Haggai believes that Christian 
leaders have the potential to 
influence great numbers of people 
for Christ in their own countries. 
Those who attend The Haggai 
Institute, carefully selected from 
countries in Asia, Africa, Latin 

America and the Middle East, are 
all professional men and women 
who have already distinguished 
themselves and have real influence 
and experience. The Institute does 
not teach them how to lead, they 
give them the opportunity to refine 
their skills and focus their efforts 
on the priorities that matter most. 
As proven leaders in other fields 
they can guide Christians and 
non-believers with whom they 
are in contact. Native leaders are 
better equipped to spread the 
gospel in a culturally sensitive way 
because they know more about the 
language, customs and structure 
of a society. The Institute trains 
their Christian leaders to reach 
out to all areas, including planting 

churches, building orphanages, 
fighting poverty, and working with 
government leaders. In this way 
they can be more effective in their 
own communities.  

T h e s e  l e a d e rs  c o m e  f ro m 
many faiths and professional 
backgrounds, but they are all at the 
front line of God’s work – bringing 
Jesus Christ to their world through 
word and action. Their vision is that 
everyone on earth should have the 

opportunity to hear and respond to 
the Gospel presented in a relevant 
and accessible way. 

They are leaders who get things 
done. One such is Kike and so let’s 
learn more about him and how he 
is helping to bring Christ to the 
people of Bogota.

Kike, Pastor Andres Corson and Dr Haggai
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THE PLACE OF HiS PRESEnCE

 - Prayer and El Lugar De Su Presencia                                                                                       

Kike was brought up in the Catholic 
Church but didn’t ever feel a very 
committed Christian. In Colombia, 
a country discovered by the 
Spanish in 1499, the Catholic faith 
is bound up with old superstitions 
and supernatural rituals from the 
indigenous religions of the past. 

In  2005 Kike ’s  mother was 
suddenly rushed to hospital with 
an agonising stomach pain, just 2 
days before he was due to travel 
to England for his wedding at St 
Stephen’s to Lucy, his English wife. 
The family were told, in intensive 
care, that nothing could be done 
and that she only had 2 hours to 
live. All Kike could do was pray for a 
miracle and that miracle happened. 
Although she spent six months in 
hospital and six months with 24 
hour nursing care at home, she is 
now a healthy and active 66 year 
old Grandma, who has now been 
to St Stephen’s!

That Prayer Group, started then 
at his father’s house still meets 
there weekly. Kike wanted to learn 
more about this miraculous God 
so the groups’ spiritual leader 
put Kike forward to the Haggai 
Institute; once selected he spent 
four astonishing weeks training in 
Hawaii. His whole perspective on 
religion changed.  

Afterwards, he wondered how he 
could help spread the word of God. 

At the end of the service new 
visitors are invited to stand and 
leave first and led to a room where 
they are greeted by a leader, given 
a bible and given a warm welcome 
to join the church.  

Just as important as the services 
are the Connection Groups meeting 
during the week. All members 
of the church are invited to join 
a group of people with similar 
lifestyles. Kike and Lucy have two 
young daughters so they belong 
to a group where everyone has 
children under seven, they are 
studying now to become part of 
the group leadership teams. When 
his girls are older they will join 
their own Connection Group. What 
a marvellous way to make friends 
and spend a fun evening talking, 
eating and gaining a sense of 
belonging: having someone to talk 
over problems with, whilst learning 
more about God and the Bible

The church Su Presencia in Bogota 
is certainly fulfilling the Haggai 
Institute’s vision of making the 
Gospel accessible to all.

He was led to a Pentecostal church 
called Su Presencia, in Bogota, 
which is run by an Australian, Pastor 
Andres Corson; a charismatic leader 
who is becoming significantly 
influential in other aspects of 
Colombian life.

Can you imagine a congregation 
each week of over 20,000 people! 
So many, in fact, that they have 
eight services over Saturdays 
and Sundays, as they can only 
accommodate 3,000 at once. If 
you can’t get to one of the church 
services then you can download 
the service from the internet. A 
lively service with live music and 
singing; inspirational talks and 
rousing prayers, which can be very 
emotional.

The interior of El Lugar De Su Presencia

http://www.haggai-institute.com
http://supresencia.com
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=CRQB7PSKGE4

http://www.haggai-institute.com/
http://supresencia.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRQB7PSKGE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRQB7PSKGE4
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WHO iS THE nEW CHuRCHWARDEn? 

But what is a Churchwarden anyway!
by Angela Emmott

When I talked to Sandra Potter 
in her garden, I asked her what 
was her job - an ordinary enough 
question but the answer was 
interesting. She told me that she 
was a travel agent, specialising in 
Canada, a job she loved because 
she was talking to people who 
were happy planning an exciting 
holiday. 

She loves talking to people and 
more importantly she loves 
listening to the stories that people 
have to tell. Some of her clients 
are celebrating a special occasion; 
some are having a family holiday 
some are travelling for the first time 
without a loved one. She meets all 
sorts. She also loves travelling the 
world, which she is able to do 
as part of her job. She has been 
in churches in every continent 
and relishes the differences as 
well as the similarities of services 
throughout the world. 

wardens elected for 3 years. She 
had only been worshipping at St. 
Stephen’s for about 5 years and 
lived such a busy life! The answer 
was pretty simple. She saw that 
Joan Greenwood, who had done 
such a fantastic job for so many 
years, was hoping to step down 
from her role and felt she could 
offer her services to help. 

Being a churchwarden is a very 
responsible, voluntary role. So 
much so that wardens have the 
power of arrest within the church. 
They ensure the smooth running 
of the church on a day-to-day 
basis making sure that it is clean 
and ready for worship, but they 
also care for the fabric of the 

church. For instance when the 
time comes for a new roof, it falls 
to the churchwardens to get it 
fixed; raise the money and get 
all the necessary authorities from 
the diocese. Fortunately, here at 
St Stephen’s there is a marvellous 
team to provide support. The priest 
looks after our spiritual needs; the 
churchwardens have to ensure that 
there is a building fit for purpose. 

Sandra volunteered as a Games 
Maker for the 2012 Olympics. She 
was selected to drive competitors 
and officials to their various 
meetings and competitions; it 
showed her that volunteers make a 
real difference! We hope she enjoys 
the new challenge at St Stephen’s!

Sandra lives in Sydenham with 
her two adult children. Most of 
the time she is delighted that 
they are there, as she is a widow 
and they and their friends provide 
great company, but at times their 
‘junk’ becomes overpowering! 
She loves her garden, walking her 
black Labrador/setter cross and 
photography. She also finds music 
a great solace and inspiration; the 
radio is always on usually tuned to 
classical music.

I then asked her why she had 
volunteered to take on the role of 
churchwarden; churches have 2 
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The Secret Garden,  
your local independent  

garden centre

A very individual and beautiful garden centre in Crystal Palace becomes 
a big favourite with all who find it. Come and see all the treasures that this 
garden centre has to offer including herbs, perennials, shrubs, trees and seeds. 
Try growing your own fruit and vegetables, because home-grown  
tastes so much better, especially when it’s organic.

Some reasons to visit

•  Wide range of excellent plants, pots, tools  
and trellis

•  Knowledgeable, friendly staff who care  
about plants

• Delivery service

• Monday – Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-5

•  Wild bird food, Hills pet food, Calor Gas and turf

• Free parking, next to Sainsbury’s

The Secret Garden, Coxwell Road, Westow Street, Upper Norwood, SE19 3AF   
Tel:020 8771 8200    www.thesecretgardencentre.com
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An unsung success story of West Africa
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

gHAnA 

When Elo and I got married twenty 
years ago we held a collection 
during the wedding service, the 
proceeds of which were to help 
the work of my friend Fr Jacob 
Ayeebo, parish priest in the diocese 
of Tamale in Northern Ghana. 
I cannot remember how much 
money was collected, but Jacob, 
my student friend from Oxford, 
managed to build an entirely new 
church! It’s now a flourishing 
church of ‘St Stephen’s’, in one of 
the outstations of his then parish.

Jacob and I have remained close 
friends and colleagues since those 
student days, and last year I finally 
visited Ghana, my first visit ever to 
an African country. Ghana is one of 
the unsung success stories of West 
Africa; it has a stable democratic 
government with e lect ions 
expressly not fought along tribal 
lines. Arriving in Accra, I was 
received by members of my own 
Dulwich congregation, Ghanaians 
who run a hospital there. 

Accra is a huge bustling and 
economically growing capital city, 
full of creativity and optimism; its 
only problem, the escalating traffic! 
I reflected, that this kind of ‘normal 
Africa’ is never reported in the 
news. A new Pope was elected in 
Rome during my visit, and a front 
runner was the much loved Roman 
Catholic Ghanaian Archbishop of 

Cape Coast; he would have joined a 
long list of distinguished Ghanaian 
citizens and diplomats, amongst 
them most famously perhaps Kofi 
Annan. 

My main task was to visit Northern 
Ghana and its regional capital 
Tamale; a much poorer part of 
Ghana, blighted by an expanding 
Sahel zone (desertification due to 
global warming). Jacob showed me 
projects, which were essentially 
self-sustaining, along the lines 
of social enterprises in the West. 
This is also the only part of Ghana, 
which has a substantial Muslim 
population (60%). Again a story 
that is not told: Christians and 
Muslims live together side by side 
peaceably – co-operating in local 

administration and business: when 
Jacob became Bishop of Tamale, 
local Muslim leaders and Imam 
attended and were the first to 
congratulate him. 

Education in Ghana is free up 
to the age of 17 and my most 
touching visits were to schools, 
often created by churches and 
situated in church compounds. A 
normal school day starts at 6am, 
sweeping the classrooms and the 
school yards, pupils wearing their 
smart uniforms! Jacob, an elected 
member of the ‘Council of Elders’, 
advises the Ghanaian president 
on regional matters. He graciously 
made me a ‘Canon’ of his cathedral, 
a simple large hut-like building, 
recognising our commitment to 
Christian mission in the UK and 
Northern Ghana. It struck me that 
many of the stories that Jesus 
tells are more reminiscent of the 
life and farming that goes on in 
Northern Ghana, than anything we 
experience in London!

I keep a Ghanaian flag in my vestry 
to remind me of Tamale. Despite 
my German ancestry at the recent 
Football World Cup, I supported 
Ghana at the Ghana vs Germany 
match; a brilliant game, having the 
two originally Ghanaian Boetang 
brothers playing in the opposing 
teams! 
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W. Uden & SonS
Family-oWned FUneral directorS 

Since 1881
375 lordship lane, london Se22 8JJ

tel: 020 8693 1526
At your time of need, allow our family to assist your family.

Please compare our prices, our service and our vehicles.
Private Chapels of Rest in all our premises.

Pre-paid funerals available.

www.wuden.com
Branches also at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham, Camberwell,  

Biggin Hill and Bexleyheath.

DULWICH OAKS MONTESSORI 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

    
 High quality Montessori education for children aged 2 

to 5 years (term time) 
 Excellent outdoor facilities, large well equipped garden 
 Forest School  

 Open 8.30am-6pm Monday-Friday 
(Various sessions available) 

 Montessori qualified staff 
 After School Club 

St Margaret Clitherow Church Hall, 22 Dulwich Wood Park, London, SE19 1HL  

Tel.: 020 8761 6555, 07795 322688 
Website: www.dulwichoaks.co.uk Email: office@dulwichoaks.co.uk 

http://www.wuden.com
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Computer Support & Training  
that comes direct to you

We can visit your home, workplace or you can 
come to us for one to one computer training

We can teach you: 

Word Processing                                                       Internet & Email

Spreadsheets                                                                                        Database

WINDOWS 8!                                                                        Virus Removal

Scanners                                                                            File Management

Digital Cameras                                                                                            Kindle

DTP                                                                                                                                            iPad

The number of hours you need is up to you
‘We upgrade, set up and troubleshoot too’  

Call Vic for more info and help

07970 434765

www.plumplanet.co.uk                                                  Email: vic@plumplanet.co.uk 
Plumplanet est. 1994

VIRGO PREP SCHOOL

Come and visit South Londons best kept secret!

Open Day

10.30pm – 1.30pm
Saturday 4th October 2014 

020 8653 2169 | www.vfps.org | your_place@vfps.org
147 Central Hill, London SE19 1RS

http://www.dulwichoaks.co.uk
mailto:office%40dulwichoaks.co.uk?subject=enquiry%20via%20Spire%20magazine
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FROM gLiWiCE TO LOnDOn

A Journey with Faith
by Angela Emmott

The invasion of Poland by Nazi 
Germany at the beginning of 
the Second World War destroyed 
the Second Polish Republic and 
much of its ethnic mix of people. 
However, Polish troops contributed 
to the Allied Victory at the end 
of the war. As the Nazi forces 
retreated, the Soviet Army took 
control of the country leading to 
the creation of the communist 
People’s Republic of Poland.

The 1980s saw industrial unrest and 
the rise of Solidarity, the reform 
movement led by the electrician, 
Lech Wałesa. With the thawing 
of government restrictions, and 
much activist activity, in 1989 
Poland re-established its freedom 
as the Third Polish Republic with 
Lech Wałesa becoming President 
in1990. In 2004, Poland joined the 
European Union cementing its role 
in the West.

Religious freedom was greatly 
curtailed under communism. 
Poland being a predominantly 
Catholic country, the often-
persecuted Church lost property 
and influence. In 1978, the 
Archbishop of Kraków, Cardinal 
Karol Józef Wojtyła, became 
Pope John Paul II, Head of the 
Roman Catholic Church. His visit 
to Poland in June 1979 released 
an outpouring of emotion that 
helped soften political attitudes 
to religion.

Monika, a member of St Stephen’s 
congregation, grew up in Gliwice 
in southern Poland. The 1980s 
was still a time of food rationing; 
she tasted her first banana aged 
10! She remembers the struggle 
of elders to keep faith alive. Secret 
Sunday school for children to 
ensure their knowledge of Christ 
and religious practices was part of 
their growing up. The presence of 
a Polish Pope was so important in 
easing permissions to display your 
belief. Lech Wałesa, it seems, wore 
a tiny black Madonna pin.

Monika’s home life was steered 
by strong Catholic traditions, 
with Sunday Mass in your best 
clothes. The Polish Church had 
little resources so everyone helped 
out and religious life, customs and 
traditions provided a strong, non-
political backcloth.

Since 1989, land and property 
have been restored to the Catholic 
Church, and Protestant churches 
and synagogues have been 
rebuilt. The Polish language still 
predominates: Monika says you 
have to speak it!

But why did Monika come to 
England? Yes, to learn English! 
She came for a month in 1998 
and went on to higher studies, 
becoming an air stewardess; flying 
to Beirut, Syria, Sierra Leone, etc. 

She has seen and been shocked by 
wars and poverty in such places.

What of Monika’s faith journey? On 
arrival in UK, she attended services 
in London churches but did not 
feel at home. After her marriage 
to Tony, and later the birth of 
Gabriella, she looked again for 
somewhere to nourish her belief 
in God. A meeting with Bernhard, 
our Vicar, and the chance to baptise 
her daughter at St Stephen’s, has 
reopened the opportunity to be 
part of a church community. The 
restrictions of communism meant 
Monika’s sister was not baptised 
till she was12, yet baptism is one 
of the two most important of all 
sacraments.

Spending this summer in Poland 
with Gabriella, Monika found many 
friends slipping away from religious 
observance. Monika feels we are 
lucky in UK to have the freedom 
to choose different faith groups, 
although our services do remind 
her of those back home! 

Monika, Tony, his Mum Maureen, 
and Gabriella, contribute to life 
at St Stephen’s in many ways, 
including helping teach our 
children at Footsteps. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Krak%C3%B3w
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
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Autumn at St Stephen’s 

Regular Services
Sundays
8 am   Holy Communion (BCP)
10 am   Choral Eucharist with Sunday 
School during term time
12noon   Holy Baptisms

Tuesday to Friday
8.30 am   Silent Prayer followed at 
8.45 am by Morning Prayer

Wednesday
9.45 am   Holy Eucharist

St Margaret Clitherow RC 
Church
4 Kingswood Drive, SE19 1UR
Fr Sean Hearty  (020) 8670 1639

Regular  Services
Sunday Mass              10.30am
Portuguese Mass          9.00am
Wed – Fri Mass             9.30am
Holy Days: Mass           9.00am & 7.30pm

Kingswood Community Baptist 
Church
Dulwich Wood Federation Primary School, 
Bowen Drive SE21 8NS  
Pastor: Mawuli Doe
(info: Sandra Surrey 07986 002389)  

Regular Services
Sundays     10.30am 
Wednesday     7.30-9.00pm Non-
denominational Bible Study Ketra Rooms
Saturday Prayer Group  10am-12noon 
37 Kingswood Drive, Pastor Mawuli’s home

October
Sunday 5th
10am HARVEST FESTIVAL - an all age service with our choir
Weekend 18/19th
Cello Workshop; to participate email Kim Mackrell - kimmackrell1@gmail.com
Sunday 19th 10am Parish Eucharist - music by the Cello workshop
Afternoon: final concert - time to be announced

november
Sunday 2nd
6pm All Soul’s Memorial Service
Choral service to remember, give thanks and pray for the departed, followed by 
a blessing of graves in our church garden
Sunday 9th
10.15am Remembrance Sunday Service
An act of Remembrance around our war memorial with 2 minutes silence at 
11am. Please be in the church in good time as this service is busy.
Saturday 22nd
Quiz Night with Fish & chip supper - please look out for notices on our website 
Advent Study Course
A three session Advent Study Course on prayer, details shortly on our website

December
7 & 14th  
11am- Christmas Bazaar sales in the church hall

Our traditional round of Advent and Christmas Services in next Spire
Monday 15th 
7pm St Christopher’s Carol Service 
with visiting choirs and celebrity readers

Front Cover photo 
October 2013 taken by Sarah Bucknall

Dominus Flevit Church is a small 
Franciscan church located on the 
upper western slope of the Mount 
of Olives in Jerusalem.  Through the 
window you can see the gold-capped 
Dome of the Rock; sacred to Muslim - 
Jew- Christian alike.

Photo (right)
Rice harvest in Vietnam


