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Roger Pope and Partners

MAGGIE’S

The Ultimate in home cleaning
01293 528879 (Answerphone)
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or
weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
We also offer a spring cleaning service,
a reliable window cleaning service
including frames, sills and conservatories

Independent Opticians

Maggie’s professionally trained team of
ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. We supply all
our own materials and equipment.

Never Just Ordinary

Contact us:
07860 367857 or
david_phillips18@sky.com
http://maggies.cleaning/

29 Dulwich Village
London
SE21 7BN
020 8299 0230
dulwich@rogerpope.co.uk
www.rogerpope.co.uk/dulwich

Cleaning in Dulwich for 30 years

We are an independent garage and have been
based in West Norwood since 1973. We are a
limited company and member of the RMI (Retail
Motor industry) Federation and ServiceSure.
We are extremely proud of our local reputation in that we give
good quality, good value and a friendly service.
We have the tools to pinpoint the problem!

WE’RE NOT QUICK FIT. WE’RE QUALITY FIT
78 Norwood High Street, West Norwood, London SE27 9NW
altonmotors@aol.com

020 8670 4343 / 020 8778 5757

Monday to Friday - 8.30am to 5.30pm
Saturday - 8.30am to 1.00pm
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EDITORIAL

WELCOME

Angela Emmott
Editor
photo by Kelly Lawlor,
for Humans of Battersea
Spanish Project

We are proud to invite you to
celebrate the consecration of our
beautiful church 150 years ago
and learn a little local history.
At a time of revolution in Spain,
conflicts in China, India, Japan
and elsewhere and when a U.S.
President was being impeached,
and the world’s first traffic
lights were being installed in the
Borough of Westminster, here
in tranquil Dulwich a large and
gracious church was built to serve
the growing population of this
leafy suburb.
Martin offers us an insight into
a possible conversation in 1868
between the new Vicar and the
Dulwich Estate Architect who
had designed the handsome
church. He has used maps of that
time to take us round the parish,
‘Beating the Bounds’ as it is called.
‘Walk’ with him and see what has
changed!
Read about the fascinating
history of South Dulwich and its
surroundings, and something of
the story of our church. Nicholas
reports from the historical work by
the late Judge Michael Goodman,
taking us through the war years
to 2018, and welcomes you to
our November celebrations. He is
asking for your help – see his 3
requests! (p.3 col 3)
Music and choral worship are very
important at St Stephen’s and
Peter guides us through hymns
and music from Victorian times
to now, reminding us of many
familiar titles with a long heritage.
Moving back to modern times
Clare introduces you to Emma
Ash, our newly appointed Youth
Worker, to whom we give a
big welcome. She starts on 9th
September.

Helen, the Deputy Head of Dulwich
Wood Primary School, updates us
on the success and expansion of
this local school, now 68 years old.
You are invited to visit too!
My thanks to Susan for sharing
something of her spiritual journey
and her decision to train to
support the work of our church.
Irene, from Ghana, describes
experiences of life in different
countries and the welcome
she received on coming to St
Stephen’s. Now as Church Warden
she is able to offer help and
support to newcomers as well as
being involved in administration,
events and services.
Bernhard, our Vicar reminds
us that the church is not just
a building, but ‘a sacred space’.
He says. ‘St Stephen’s, was and
is, frequented and supported by
people who wanted to maintain
a relationship with God by
attending formal worship in a
beautiful building.’
So please enjoy this issue of
Spire, and come to our November
celebrations listed on the back
cover. We are lucky to have such
a splendid place to enjoy peace
and prayer, with a dedicated and
caring staff team.
Our doors are open and we look
forward to meeting you.
Keep up to date with our events!
Go to https://www.facebook.com/
ststephenssouthdulwich
Baptisms & Wedding bookings
Please come to the church office
on Saturdays between 10.30am
and 11.30am.
St Stephen’s Millennium Hall is available
for hire from £60/hr. To book please visit
ht tp://w w w.st stephensdulwich.org/
millennium-hall/

ST STEPHEN
’S CHU
ICH
RCH, SOUTH DULW

Can you help with our
preparations.?
(1) Do you have any old photos or
mementoes of the Church which
we could see in advance of our
celebrations?
(2) Are you a painter, poet, writer,
photographer or sculptor? We
are holding an art competition
for any piece of art or handiwork
inspired by St Stephen’s Church or
St Stephen. Details on the website.
(3) Previous vicar, Lionel Hart
wrote a memoir of WWII - “The
Stoning of St Stephens” – if you
have a copy of this lost booklet,
please let us know.
Ignite: Every Friday, 7pm-8:30pm
If you’re in school years 6 and up:
come join us every Friday as we
have food, fun, and fellowship.
This term we will be launching
our first ever Youth Alpha Course,
meeting at St Stephen’s Church.
Bring your friends as we unpack
the basics of the Christian faith.
All welcome! For more info please
email Emma Ash at: 22eash@
gmail.com
St Stephen’s Church

College Road, Dulwich, London SE21 7HW
Tel: (020) 8766 7281
Office open on Saturday 10.30-11.30
Vicar - Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann
schunemann@btinternet.com
Reader - Mrs Trot Lavelle
t.lavelle181@btinternet.com
Director of music - Rupert Perkins
ststephensdom@talktalk.net
Churchwardens
Sandra Potter
sc.potter@hotmail.com
Irene Anin
churchwarden@ststephensdulwich.org
Parish administrator - Sarah Bucknall
officeststephens@btconnect.com

The team: Angela Emmott, Bernhard Schünemann, Christine Murrell, Nick
Vineall, Martin Knight, Keith McCann, Rodney Emmott, Susan Patterson,
Clare Perkins, Irene Anin & Sarah Bucknall. Additional photos Matt Capon
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from the vicar’s desk

Not just a building, but a sacred space
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

St Stephen’s, of course, is not just
a building, it is a sacred space.

When the wooded slope from
Dulwich village up to the top of
the hill at which the Crystal Palace
had just been re-erected after the
great exhibition in Hyde Park was
being developed for housing, local
people got together and decided
that as well as great family
homes they wanted a church
building. As a result, St Stephen’s
was completed and consecrated
150 years ago this year.
The architect engaged at that
time was Charles Barry junior,
his father had been in charge
of rebuilding the Houses of
Parliament, and Charles designed
many significant buildings in this
fast-expanding part of London,
including Dulwich College and the
Vicarage which is just up the hill
from the church and of a piece
with the church building. The
style he adopted for St Stephen’s
was ‘gothic’, popular at the time,
as it borrowed from medieval
church building and reinterpreted
them for a Victorian piety.
Photo © Matt Capon
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Working in this space on a daily
basis I have often contemplated
and wondered about the deep
emotions that people have shared
with God over the lifetime of this
building. I don’t think building a
church was just a conventional
thing to do for our predecessors.
Then, like now, there were enough
people who were convinced that
there was a spiritual dimension
to life, even at a time when
Britain was gripped by economic
expansion
and
optimism
about
scientific
progress.
St Stephen’s, was and is,
frequented and supported by
people who wanted to maintain a
relationship with God by attending
formal worship in a beautiful
building. In fact, those who make
it their business to compare
numbers of church attendance
in mid-Victorian times with our
current church going habits have
found that numbers are more or
less the same. This is in the face
of huge social changes, especially
recently, to the whole nature of
Sunday as a Christian day of rest.
Apart from regular church going,
St Stephen’s has of course also
been the venue for important
occasions such as funerals,
weddings and baptisms as
well as concerts and national
remembrances for example,

most significantly since 1919,
Remembrance Sunday. In the
vestry there is a row of photos of
all the Vicars of St Stephen’s since
its consecration as a church in
1868, a kind of holy rogue’s gallery.
When I am in the vestry preparing
for services I look at these pictures
of my predecessors and ask myself
in what ways our ministry has
changed over the years and in
what way things have remained
constant. Of course, there has
been huge social progress and
theological development and a
sermon from the middle of the
19th century would make hardly
any sense if it were delivered now.
But human sadness and human
joy and the way we feel, these
emotions have not changed,
that’s why poetry, unlike sermons
for example, can speak across
centuries. Many of the hymns,
perhaps as many as half of the
hymns we sing regularly today
were also sung at the time when
St Stephen’s was first consecrated.
For me a beautiful church
building, loved and cherished
as it is by its community here,
stands for holding change and
constancy together, preserving
and reinterpreting for each
new generation what is good
and what is of deep value.

our new Children’s and Youth Worker

Meet Emma Ash
by Clare Perkins

young people have, we are able
to point the youth to Jesus and
help them as they work out their
faith, what they believe and why.
It is a privilege to work in Youth
Ministry, to see lives changed
and transformed and I would
encourage anyone who would like
to come and join us on a Friday
night to contact us.
What is the format of a Friday
session?

Who are you?
Hi, I’m Emma, I’ve lived in London
for the past year, working as a
Pastoral Assistant at St James the
Less in Pimlico, and prior to that
I lived and worked in Hong Kong
as Youth Director at St Andrew’s
Church in Kowloon. I originally
trained at Redcliffe Bible College
and get excited about discipleship,
sharing The Gospel, God’s love and
grace with those I meet.
Starting in September I will be
studying my MA in Religion
at King’s College London and
working 7 hours a week at St
Stephen’s Church, South Dulwich
as the Children’s and Youth
Worker, which I’m excited about!
In my spare time, I love to go to
the gym, enjoy travelling, and a
good cup of tea!

Ignite: Every Friday, 7pm - 8:30pm,
St Stephen’s, South Dulwich.
The format of the Friday night will
start with food! We’ll eat pizza,
play some fun games, and then
have a Bible Study with prayer,
before finishing with a final game.
The night will be a place where
young people can feel welcomed
and grow in the knowledge and
love of God as they study the
Bible and ask questions. Next
term, the Bible study will follow
the Christianity Explored Course,
looking at the Gospel of Mark.
The study will last for around 20
minutes.

How would a teenager benefit
from attending this group?
I think we all benefit from being
in a community, being known and
loved. By being part of a youth
group, you can grow in fellowship,
build friendships, learn from God’s
Word, and have fun at the same
time. Ignite will help the youth
grow in discipleship, giving them
skills to form a faith of their own,
which will hopefully stay with
them throughout the rest of their
lives. In the Acts of The Apostles
we learn that the followers of
Jesus shared life together and we
hope that our young people will
benefit and learn as we encourage
them to share life together too.
So, Emma, how will your work
include younger children?
I am also coordinating and
working with those who teach
“Footsteps”, the programme
for younger children that takes
place during the 10am Service on
Sundays during term time. Watch
this space for more news on this
in the future!

We will kick off the term with a
Pizza Party at the Vicarage on
Friday 7th September, 7pm 8:30pm - come join us!

Why are you passionate about
youth work?
Youth Ministry has always
been close to my heart as I
believe investing in the next
generation is crucial if we are to
see churches thrive and impact
the communities in which the
churches are based.
Being a teenager is difficult, there
are so many challenges, choices
and decisions to make. By having
others who can journey alongside
and listen to the big questions
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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St Stephen’s Parish in 1868
St Stephen’s Parish was designated at a time of great social and economic change in and around London. Here
Martin Knight imagines an exchange of correspondence between two men who were in the midst of those
changes in the hitherto most rural part of the ancient Parish of Camberwell. While there is no extant evidence
of such an exchange, the Reverend John Meek Clark as Vicar and Charles Barry as Resident Estates Architect
would certainly have met and discussed issues such as those raised here.
To: Mr Charles Barry Esq, FRIBA,
Lapse Wood House,
Sydenham Hill.

St. Stephen’s Vicarage,
Penge Road,
South Dulwich.

Dated this day of our Lord, 19th August 1868.
Dear Sir,
I have recently been appointed the first Incumbent of
the new Parish of South Dulwich, whose handsome Church and capacious
Vicarage you designed, and I am now keen to learn more about the
Parish and its environs.
As local Directories and the eminent art critic Mr Ruskin of
nearby Denmark Hill assure us, the beauties of Dulwich, its woodland
scenery, and its subdued country aspect have not yet died away. It has
still the gentle hills, the dark damp valleys, the spreading groves,
luxuriant fields, and magnificent prospects which have been its boast
since the time of Edward Alleyn and before. However, it is evident
that great changes are taking place in many of the villages south of
London as a result of the desperate shortage of suitable residences
for the burgeoning population of that great City. In particular, the
new highways and railway lines spreading their tentacles into our area
have made it an attractive proposition for those wishing to combine
the ambience of rural living with the opportunities presented by
profitable employment in London. I am also concerned about the huge
impact of the ‘Palace of the People’ just over the hill from St
Stephen’s, and the ramifications of the enlarged and reconstituted
‘College of God’s Gift’ on Dulwich Common.
Can we be sure that in a few years hence the same bountiful
supply of nature’s treasures will still be present? It seems to me
that you, as a highly respected local resident involved in the design
and implementation of many of the above changes, would be the ideal
person to consult in relation to such matters. I would like to meet
with you, and perhaps engage in a leisurely perambulation around the
Parish, during which you might highlight some of the changes which
might affect us now and in the future.
Respectfully yours,
John Meek Clark (Revd).
.

.

.

<

<

John Meek Clark
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Charles Barry Jr
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To: Revd J Meek Clark MA,
St Stephen’s Vicarage,
Penge Road,
South Dulwich.

Lapse Wood House,
Sydenham Hill.

23rd August 1868.
Dear Revd Clark,
Thank you for your letter. I am of course very familiar with
your church and its locality, both as local resident and parishioner, and
as chief Architect and Surveyor to the Governors of Dulwich Estates, and
would be pleased to enlighten you regarding the changing nature of the
parish you serve.
Let me first reassure you that the Dulwich Estates Governors wish to
continue the land management policies that have been so successful in
retaining the rural aspect of the Manor of Dulwich since the time of Edward
Alleyn. During that time the steep northern slopes of the Dulwich and
Sydenham Hill ridge have been maintained as woodland, with statutory
restrictions on timber cutting and water use that have been in place since
the time of Queen Elizabeth. Similarly, the enclosure and development of
common land used for pasture requires Acts of Parliament, and has
traditionally been vigorously opposed by the Governors, thus helping to
preserve the pastures that characterise much of Dulwich, including the
Common.
The Estates have also continued Alleyn’s own practice of encouraging
long leasehold conveyancing of property rather than freehold ownership, so
that they had a ready source of income from ground rents, and could control
how the land is used in both the short and the long term. There is no
village or meeting of highways within South Dulwich which might be a focus
for residential or commercial development, and the heart of the Parish was
isolated and almost empty until the London, Dover and Chatham railway was
driven through it to the Penge Tunnel, giving it access to Kent. St
Stephen’s Church was built on the steep slope above the tunnel entrance,
but the Estates Governors were required to provide the access lane between
Crystal Palace and Dulwich Village you know as Penge Road, with some
housing along it.
You will be aware that most of the Parish is free of housing
development, apart from a few large pre-existing houses and their grounds,
nearly all of them along the roads which make up the Parish boundaries,
such as Sydenham Hill, Dulwich Common Road, Lordship Lane, Gipsy Hill, and
Croxted Lane. New building is being restricted to infilling along or close
to those same roads.
On the specific matter of the impact of the Crystal Palace, I would
point out that its potential for generating both much-needed income and
unwanted nuisance is greatly limited by its closure on Sundays, and access
to it from London is mainly by way of Norwood, Penge and Sydenham rather
than Dulwich (my High-Level Railway Terminus alongside the Parade
notwithstanding!) The new Dulwich College is being built on land already
separated from St Stephen’s by toll gate, and I understand that the sons of
potential new residents will be offered reduced fees at the College, which
will have the incidental benefit of increasing the number of your
parishioners.
I hope the above will go some way toward allaying some of the
concerns you have expressed; I suggest more detailed consideration might
await the meeting you propose, to which I look forward.
Yours faithfully,
Charles Barry

(Banks and Barry, Architects)

...<<< >>>...

www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Beating the Bounds of St Stephen’s Parish

Walk with Martin around the Parish of St Stephen’s,
South Dulwich when the Church was dedicated in 1868,
based on maps of the time, as he highlights the main
differences between then and now by Martin Knight
We start at Barry’s original
Church, with its truncated West
end, and the Vicarage next door
on the new Penge (now College)
Road. The railway tunnel below
and station entrance were more
or less as now, but direct access
from Kingswood House behind
(‘Bovril Castle’ – now Kingswood
Estate) - was also important.
Low Cross Wood Lane opposite
led up to the old Dulwich Wood
House and on to Sydenham Wells
(former spa waters), through
ancient woodland as now.
The Ambrook stream fed Effra
headwaters via Dulwich Common
and the Village; Woodhall was a
mansion and grounds belonging

to a well-known merchant family
(Eno’s Salts), now - modern
housing.
Sydenham Hill: big smart houses
(Hitherwood, Beltwood, Lapse
Wood (Barry’s house) etc), lined
the ridge overlooking the Crystal
Palace High Level branch railway
linking Crystal Palace (Upper
Norwood) with London Bridge
(now a Nature Reserve on part
of South London’s Green Chain
Walk). Valued for access to Crystal
Palace and views across London,
most are now rebuilt or converted
to apartments and nursing homes.
The easternmost boundary of
the Parish was Cox’s Walk, which

connected Upper Sydenham with
Bews Corner/Grove Tavern at
Dulwich Common: former site of
Dulwich Wells and Dr Glennie’s
famous Academy (where Byron
went to school), by-passing the
former Lordship Lane Station.
Lordship Lane offered carriage
and horse-drawn omnibus routes
to London.
Dulwich Common road connected
Lordship Lane to West Norwood,
via damp pastures (now playing
fields), used for fattening livestock
destined for Smithfield Market. A
few large houses (Grove House,
The Elms, Toksowa House, Glenlea,
and Blew House enjoyed a rustic
lane, now part of London’s busy
South Circular Road.
Where Dulwich Common met
Penge Lane was the building site
for the new Dulwich College,
designed by Charles Barry Jnr
in the grand Italianate manner.
St Stephen’s Parish boundary
followed Penge Road (College
Road) south to Dulwich Toll
Gate, between the former sites
of Dulwich Windmill, and Pond
Cottages and a former tileworks
opposite. Grange Lane led up to
an isolated smallholding where
the Common met the Woods (now
‘The Fort’ Scout Centre, and Golf
Clubhouse).
The boundary then skirted the
College Grounds westwards along
Huntslip Road to the rear of
Kingswood with its ornamental
lake, joining middleclass villas
and gardens between Alleyn Park
and Croxted Lane; the latter with
smaller villas backing onto the
railway. There was a small school
on the corner opposite today’s
Dulwich Prep.
Alleyn Park and Alleyn Road met
the top of Croxted Lane at French’s
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Barry’s monumental High-Level
Railway Terminus on the west,
connected by an ornate brick
subway. (Paxton’s masterpiece
burnt down in 1936; the HighLevel Railway closed in 1953, and
Barry’s Station was dismantled,
to be replaced by low-rise,
housing; the Subway survives).
On to Sydenham Hill (at Rockhills,
Paxton’s former home), while
Penge (College) Road leads us
back to St Stephen’s via Dulwich
Wood Park, whose villas, are now
largely replaced by town houses
and apartments.
Thus,
we
complete
our
anniversary tour of St Stephen’s
Parish. The prevailing impression
is that, overall, its ambience
and appearance have changed
surprisingly little in 150 years.
Further information may be had
from Martin Knight’s website:
https://martindknight.co.uk/5.
html and from the Godfrey
Edition of Old Ordnance Survey
Maps.

Fields (Paxton Roundabout), where
branches of the Effra headwaters
came down steep narrow valleys
from Upper Norwood, parallel to
the Parish boundary along Gipsy
Hill.

Turning north along Crystal Palace
Parade, originally fronting Joseph
Paxton’s iron and glass ‘Palace of
the People’ on the east side, with
Photo © Matt Capon

Another railway line from Central
London, used the valleys to access
a tunnel through the Norwood
ridge into Kent, via Gipsy Hill and
Crystal Palace stations. Mixed
houses, in Colby, Woodland and
Jasper Roads wound their way up
to the Upper Norwood ‘Triangle’,
whose shops, workshops and
hostelries with outstanding
views had been a popular draw
for South London families since
Georgian times.
St Stephen’s Parish reached the old
Vicar’s Oak boundary marker (top
of Anerley Road/Hill) via Farquhar
Road: the southernmost point
at which four medieval Parishes
formerly met: Lambeth, Battersea,
Camberwell, and Croydon.
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Celebrating our sesquicentennial

A potted history of the first 150 years of St Stephen’s
drawn from Michael Goodman’s history of the church
by Nicholas Vineall

St Stephen’s church was
consecrated on 28 November
1868 so this year will be the
Church’s 150th anniversary. We
are holding a special event on
Sunday 25th November 2018 to
celebrate this milestone, and there
is an art competition for any work
of art inspired by St Stephen’s
church or by St Stephen himself.
The area south of Dulwich began
to be developed in the second
half of the nineteenth century.
Sydenham Hill Station was opened
in 1863, part of an extension to
the Chatham Railway which ran
from Herne Hill Station under
the Crystal Palace tunnel and
then on to Penge and into Kent.
Dulwich College moved to its
present site in 1869. The College’s
new buildings had been designed
by Charles Barry junior, the son
of the Sir Charles Barry who was
the architect of the Houses of
Parliament.
Meanwhile at a public meeting
held on 15 December 1865 it was
announced that, due to the rapidly
expanding population of South
Dulwich, it had been decided that
a church and vicarage should be
built on land to be donated by
the Dulwich Estate. Just as with
the College, Charles Barry Jr was
to be the architect. The Estate
also donated £1500 towards the
endowment of the church – the

equivalent of perhaps two or three
million pounds in today’s money.
The total construction cost was
just under £8,000 and the balance
was raised by public subscription.
The Church is in Victorian Gothic
style, built of Kentish ragstone.
There is an early picture, thought
to be by Barry himself, which
shows ornate interior decoration.
Shortly after the Church was built,
it was the subject of a painting by
the famous French Impressionist
Camille Pissarro in about 1870.
He had come to live in Lower
Norwood to escape the rigours
of the Franco-Prussian war and
made a series of paintings locally,
including one of the new St
Stephen’s.
Two years later the Church
acquired its own – irremovable
– work of art. The first vicar’s
father-in-law arranged for the
artist Edward Poynter to decorate
the tympanum* of a blind pointed
arch on the south side of the
chancel with a fresco of the trial
and martyrdom of St Stephen.
Because of its position this fresco
does have to be rather sought out
but it is well worth the effort. An
excellent opportunity to do so will
arise on 25th November when
Millie Dowler, a member of the
congregation, will give a short talk
on the fresco as part of the 150th
anniversary celebrations.
Curiously, when first completed
the Church was a little smaller
than it is today. The tower was
almost free standing, and the
area presently used by the choir
and organ was not there at all.
Those extra aisles, extending the
nave, were added in 1874, and the
tower was then properly joined
into the church. The eagle-eyed
will note that the arrangement
of angels in the nave, and the
slightly different design of the
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Photo © Matt Capon

newer columns, gives away where
the join was made. It seems likely
that the extension was mooted
from the outset, and it is unclear
why it was not built straight away.
180 further seats were added as a
result.
The adjacent Vicarage was built at
the same time as the Church and of
matching materials. It had eleven
bedrooms: Victorian clergymen
were obviously expected to have
large families!
The fabric of the Church
underwent various enhancements
in the first half of the twentieth
century but when the Second
World War broke out it remained

The dedicaton of the war memorial 1920
(now grade II listed)

without a church hall, despite
various attempts to raise funds.
After the war the vicar, Lionel
Hart, wrote a memorial that
contained this bracing description

of the harvest festival service of
September 1940:
“In spite of the heavy evacuation
and still heavier bombing locally,
there is a good congregation for
our Harvest Festival on September
15th, that day on which the Battle
of Britain reached its climax.
None of us are likely to forget
that service as long as we live. No
sooner had I entered the pulpit
than the distant sound of guns

reached our ears. It increased.
Bombs began to fall. More guns
are coming into action. The bombs
fall nearer. And nearer. The terrific
noise crescendos. By now bombs
are falling all around the church.
I dare not falter, nor stop the
service. A strengthening picture
of St Stephen, our patron saint,
comes to my aid. The thuds and
shakings of the bombs continue. A
small pinnacle of the Church falls
on the south side. And still the
congregation showed no undue
disquiet.”
But the church did not survive the
war unscathed, particular damage
being done by the V2 flying bombs
in the closing stages of the war.
One lasting sign of the post-war
reconstruction work is the tie bars
which run laterally across the nave.
These were the idea of a young
builder, Cecil Watkins, who was
member of the PCC. At first it had
been thought that, to deal with
the fact that the walls were now
leaning outwards, the roof would
need to be removed, and the side
walls taken down to 6 feet above
ground level and then rebuilt.
Such a scheme was likely to be
prohibitively expensive, perhaps
meaning the Church would have
to be demolished. Watkins came
up with an alternative suggestion
which involved using a series of
jacks to squeeze together the
clerestory walls, and then tying
the walls in place with tie bars.
This unlikely sounding scheme
was tried – and it worked. The tie
bars are still in place today.
A separate church hall was built
in 1947.
At the Centenary in 1968 funds
were raised to redecorate the
ceiling (which had been painted
plain white since the rebuilding
after the war). Funds raised at the
125th anniversary in 1993 paid for
the reordering of the church. The
front rows of pews were removed
and the chancel extended in the
nave with a raised dais on which
the nave altar stands. A screen
between the nave and baptistery
was removed, and the choir took

up residence at the west end.
Further funds were raised to
replace the temporary church hall
with the present structure, which
was dedicated in October 1999.
Those interested in the history of
the Church should consult Michael
Goodman’s excellent 2007 history,
from which this potted history has
been drawn.
If you live in the Parish and have
not been to St Stephen’s for a
while – or perhaps have never
been inside the Church - why
not come to join in the 150th
anniversary celebrations on 25
November. There will be a morning
service at 10am, with some talks
about the history of the church
starting at 11.30am. Do join us, for
either or both.
We have 3 requests for help with
our celebrations please see p3 col3
*Tympanum

- in architecture is the semi-circular or
triangular decorative wall surface over an entrance, door
or window, which is bounded by a lintel or arch and often
contains sculpture or ornamentation.

www.ststephensdulwich.org
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But kids can’t have all the fun!
We have an amazing bilingual
learning community engaged in
Spanish and Latin Dance, Spanish,
cooking and numerous events!
Even during the day!
Open up the wonderful
world of Spain and Latin America
to your kids! Dance, Language, Food,
Play and more!

Check out: Spanish for Beginners
Fri at 12:00 -Starting September 28
Weds at 10:00 - Starting October 10

Check out: Saturday Creative School:
Saturday Afternoons 13:00-14:30

Book any course using the following code to
receive a gift from our community to yours:

SPIRE

www.batterseaspanish.com
TEL: 02 030 957 382

DULWICH MONTESSORI
NURSERY SCHOOL

 Well established term time Nursery School
(Holiday Club available!)
 Open 8.30am-3pm Monday to Thursday,
8.30am-1pm on Fridays
 Open for children aged 2 to 5 years

 Montessori learning environment and
qualified staff
 Forest School
 High staff : pupil ratio
 New refurbished outdoor play area

St Stephen‛s Church Hall, College Road, London, SE21 7HW

Tel.: 020 8766 0091, 07795 322688
www.dulwichmontessori.co.uk Email: office@dulwichmontessori.co.uk
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68 years on

Our local primary school continues to thrive and develop
by Helen Jary, Deputy Head, Dulwich Wood Primary School

Dulwich Wood Primary School is
a vibrant, friendly and ambitious
school located just a few minutes’
walk from St Stephen’s Dulwich.
In 2015 the Department for
Education named us as one of
the 100 most improved schools in
the country. The future continues
to look very bright - this year we
have the longest waiting list ever
for entry to the two Reception
classes and we have only a few
places available in the rest of the
school.
Formally known as Langbourne
Primary School, the school was
built in 1951-1952. The following
year the Architect and Building
News described the three-acre site
as having “produced a feeling of
informality and intimacy of scale
difficult to attain in schools of this
size,” and this is an ethos we have
very much sought to maintain.
In 2014 part of the old primary
school was demolished to make
way for a state-of-the-art block
for children aged four to six, which
features four classrooms with
shared spaces and two activity
packed outside areas in which the
children can extend their learning
through play. At the same time
Langbourne Primary federated
with Dulwich Wood Nursery and
became Dulwich Wood Primary
School, enabling us to share
expertise and resources, as well
as ensuring a smooth transition
from nursery into primary school.
By September 2018 we will be a
two form entry primary school
from Reception to Year 6 with our
own nursery.

role within the local community,
to establish links with surrounding
schools and become even more
integrated within the area. We
are a Forest School so make
good use of Sydenham Woods,
and all classes regularly visit
Kingswood Library. Year 5 pupils
swim at Dulwich Prep, Dulwich
College invite us to select pupils
to attend their Saturday School,
and we offer work experience,
Duke of Edinburgh opportunities
and voluntary placements for
pupils from Kingsdale, JAGS and
Dulwich College. We have reading
volunteers who bring so much to
our school, one even brings her
dog Max: a great favourite with
the Year 2 children! We work
with Ducks on the safer routes
to school programme and have
developed our own sustainable
travel plan.

with additional resources for
academic, sporting and musical
opportunities, including a choir,
African drumming and a new
football team. Funds from the
2018 summer fair are subsidising
the cost of taking all 200 pupils
from Years 1 to 6 for a day trip
to the seaside in September. This
should be a memorable day for
the children and will launch our
autumn term “learning journey”
about water.
We would like to do more to
develop projects with Kingswood
House and the Kingswood
Community Shop, to work more
closely with St Stephen’s and to
build stronger ties with Kingsdale
Foundation School. Any ideas are
welcome and if you would like a
tour of our school please contact
the school office.

We have a wonderful Friends of
Dulwich Wood Parents Association
that raises around £5,000 a year
through quiz nights, fairs, discos
and the famous “Fruity Friday”
tuck shop. This money is spent
on enriching the curriculum

Our long-term aim is to continue
to develop and strengthen our
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Harvey & Wheeler are a long established professional
independent Estate Agent concentrating on the upper end
of the market for both sales and rentals in Dulwich
and the surrounding areas.
We have sold some of the largest and most valuable houses to have come to
the market here in the last thirty five years. Originally established in Belgravia in
1855 we also specialise in the sale of period property in South East London.

Come and visit us
Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.30am - 4pm
Or contact mail@harveywheeler.com
27 Dulwich Village • London • SE21 7BN • 0 20 86 93 4 3 2 1 • ww w.h a rv e y wh e el e r.c om

Nicholas & Co is proud
to support the Spire
Community Magazine.
Based in the West
End of London, we
have been providing the best possible service to our clients efficiently, effectively and
professionally since 1969. Our expertise covers a wide range of legal areas including
property (commercial and residential), dispute resolution, employment, company law,
family & matrimonial, Wills, Probate & Trusts. We are highly experienced in the acquisition
of sites for development, the sale of developed sites, and matters relating to leases. We
assist both commercial and private clients seeking a swift resolution to disputes whether
involving land, contracts, construction, or negligence.
Home visits in Dulwich are available, and we can also provide Greek speaking solicitors
upon request.
For more information contact:
Property matters:
Nick
– nick.nicholas@nicholassolicitors.com
Dispute resolution:
Philip
– philip.philippou@nicholassolicitors.com
Wills and Probate:
Rodney – rodney.emmott@nicholassolicitors.com
Alternatively call us on 020 7323 4450 or visit our website: www.nicholassolicitors.com
Nicholas & Co Solicitors Ltd, 18-22 Wigmore Street London W1U 2RG
Registered in England and Wales No. 09835541
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No. 626022
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150 years on

Vocations are flourishing in our parish.

Susan Patterson explains how she is training to support the work of St Stephen’s
talking about my faith and how I
felt called. This was a very fruitful
time for me, and I looked forward
to our meetings. Like the Bishop’s
Certificate they made me think
deeply about things I had always
taken for granted about what I
believed and why, and forced me
to articulate what is important to
me about my faith.

I went to see our vicar, Bernhard,
last year about ways to get more
involved in the life of St Stephen’s,
and he suggested that I do the
Diocese of Southwark Bishop’s
Certificate course with a view
to training to be a Southwark
Pastoral Auxiliary (SPA). SPA’s are
a role specific to this diocese and
are trained and licensed to carry
out practical work in parishes or
chaplaincies.
The Bishop’s Certificate is the
foundation of all Southwark’s
vocations, be they lay or ordained.
The course runs from September
to May either on a Saturday or on
Tuesday evening at Trinity House,
close to Southwark Cathedral, or
Wednesday evenings in Reigate.
The course finishes with a
weekend at the diocesan retreat,
Wychcroft, which is in beautiful
countryside near Godstone in
Surrey.
To be considered to do the
SPA training I had to start the
vocations process. The first step
was to go to a daylong forum
with other people considering
what their vocation might be. It
was a day of group interviews,
talking about our faith and what
we felt called to, presentations
and reflection. After this I was
assigned to a vocations adviser,
a priest in another part of south
London. We would meet four or
five times over a few months,

The most surprising thing about
our meetings was that I realized
that I was called to train to be a
Reader. Readers are lay people
who are theologically trained by
the Church of England and then
licensed to preach, teach, lead
worship and assist in pastoral,
evangelistic and liturgical work.
We are blessed at St Stephen’s to
have a Reader, Trot Lavelle, and I
had been inspired by her example.
I had also grown up with a Reader
in our family, whose work was
completely different, so I was
aware of the breadth of work
that Lay Readers do. Training to
be a Reader was something that
I had been pushing away for at
least a decade, explicitly saying
that I didn’t want to do it, so the
moment that I accepted that it
was for me was both a surprise
and a relief.
Southwark is a massively
supportive diocese for people

who feel called to serve God in a
lay capacity. It runs an education
programme called Deepening
Discipleship, which can be found
on its website [http://southwark.
anglican.org/discipleshipmission-vocation/discipleshipministry/deepening-discipleship/].
The Bishop’s Certificate isn’t
only for people who want to
train further; it is for anyone
who wants to learn more about
our faith. It is an opportunity
to meet and study with people
from all over the diocese and
from other traditions. For me it
was interesting, challenging, and
a rare opportunity to pull apart
ideas about scripture and belief,
and really think about why we
believe what we believe.
http://southwark.anglican.org/discipleshipmission-vocation/vocation/exploring-yourvocation/discernment-and-selection/

‘The Office of Reader is one of the oldest
ministries in the Church, but it in its
present form in the Church of England,
was established in 1866. Since then, the
growth in Reader Ministry has been one
of the great success stories in the Church
of England and there are now over 10,000
Readers, some in every diocese. It is the
only lay ministry in the Church of England
which is voluntary, nationally accredited,
episcopally licensed and governed by
Canon.’
https://readers.cofe.anglican.org/u_d_lib_pub/p22.pdf

Photo © Matt Capon
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choirs

Moment Musicale
by Peter Frost

Have you ever thought that if our
choir and congregation had been
around at the time of St Stephen’s
founding what might they have
been singing then which is still
regularly sung by us?
Well, the second half of the 19th
Century was a period of hectic
Victorian musical reawakening
with much new and still popular
choral music appearing. Take
Miss Cecil Alexander’s “All things
Bright and Beautiful” and “Once in
Royal David’s City” both of which
appeared in her “Hymns for Little
Children” in 1843. Good King
Wenceslas soon followed. Gilbert
and Sullivan were just setting
up together, although there’s no
record of the Pirates of Penzance
being performed at St Stephens!
However,
Arthur
Sullivan’s
“Onward
Christian
Soldiers”
became a best seller in 1871.
On a more solemn note, John
Stainer’s Crucifixion (1887) was
sung by the choir on Good Friday
this year followed by Schubert’s
glorious Mass in G on Easter
Sunday. Samuel Wesley had
been urging God to “Wash me
thoroughly from my wickedness”
since the 1840s so the choir
and congregation should have
been thoroughly cleansed by
then. This followed suitably by
his exhortations to “Love one
Another” From “Blessed be the
God and Father.” And not to
mention the substantial output
of choral music from Charles
Villiers Stanford (1852 - 1924)
with hymns, masses, anthems, and
music for evensong, still sung at
our various services.
On the other hand, we would have
had to wait some 30 years for
the music for our Cwm Rhondda
favourite “Guide me, O Thou Great
Redeemer” to appear unless we
had been able to “Open the Crystal
Fountain” earlier. Even longer for
Eric Coates’ Dam Busters March
to be put to music although the
16
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words, from Psalm 46, have been
around for some time!
For choral music coming from
foreign parts, Mendelssohn’s
“O for the wings of a dove” had
already been sung for some 20
years so would surely have been
acquired by our choir at that
time as would Anton Bruckner’s
“Locus Iste”, published in 1869
and Tchaikovsky’s “Hymn to the
Trinity” which appeared in 1877.
All these examples are in St
Stephen’s stock of choral music
which has expanded greatly
since 1868. Take, for example,
Thomas Tallis (If you love me)
and William Byrd (Mass for four
voices), both 16th Century and no
doubt also sung by our Victorian
predecessors. Current composers,
however, are also much in
evidence such as John Rutter
(The Lord Bless You and Keep You)
and Howard Goodall (The Vicar of
Dibley – otherwise known as The
Lord is my Shepherd) and these
pieces are often selected by the
bride and groom for their wedding
at St Stephen’s, maybe along with
an Ave Maria by Mozart, Schubert
or Elgar.
A very recent addition for the
choir has been the Folk Mass by
Johnny Dankworth, saxophonist

Typical choirs from 1890s to1900s

and band leader, so a truly wide
range to suit most musical tastes.
St Stephen’s is a very hospitable
church and keen to welcome
newcomers to our congregation
and to our choir.
So, whatever your musical
passion, come along and be with
us as we move on to our 200th
anniversary!

The Secret Garden has a
houseplant for your home
The

We have plants for every room. Large or small, soft
or spiky, flowering or foliage, even air purifying,
lots to enjoy.
The Secret Garden is a beautiful and very individual garden centre in
Crystal Palace which becomes a firm favourite with all who find it.
Come and see all the treasures that this garden centre has to offer
including herbs, perennials, shrubs, trees and seeds,
plus of course, houseplants.

Secret
Garden
Your local
independent
garden centre

• Knowledgeable and friendly staff
• Wild bird food • Calor gas
• Delivery service
• Open seven days a week • Free parking next to Sainsbury’s

It’s not a home without a houseplant.
The Secret Garden, Coxwell Road, Westow Street, Upper Norwood SE19 3AF
Tel: 020 8771 8200 www.thesecretgardencentre.co.uk

www.ststephensdulwich.org
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W. Uden & SonS
Family-oWned FUneral directorS
Since 1881
375 lordship lane, london Se22 8JJ
tel: 020 8693 1526
At your time of need, allow our family to assist your family.
Please compare our prices, our service and our vehicles.
Private Chapels of Rest in all our premises.
Pre-paid funerals available.

www.wuden.com
Branches also at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham, Camberwell,
Biggin Hill and Bexleyheath.

DULWICH OAKS MONTESSORI
NURSERY SCHOOL

High quality Montessori education for children aged 2
to 5 years (term time or all year school options)
Excellent outdoor facilities, large well equipped garden
Funded 2 year old places available

Open 7.45am-6pm Monday-Friday
(Various sessions available)
Montessori qualified staff
Holiday Club

PLACES AVAILABLE NOW!
St Margaret Clitherow Church Hall, 22 Dulwich Wood Park, London, SE19 1HL

Tel.: 020 8761 6555, 07795 322688

Website: www.dulwichoaks.co.uk Email: office@dulwichoaks.co.uk
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Meet Irene Anin

One of two Church Wardens, who was appointed in April
As a lay official and part time volunteer she performs a vital role in supporting the
day to day running of the Church and the work of our Vicar.

I was born in Accra, Ghana and
came to the UK after university
in 1976, to join my husband
who was studying towards his
postgraduate exams to become
an
obstetrician/gynaecologist.
The idea was to return to Ghana
on completion of his studies 2
years later... but life worked out
differently!
A civil servant at the time, I initially
worked at the London Branch of
the Ghana Commercial Bank in
Cheapside, London until in 1984,
my husband decided to do a stint
in Saudi Arabia. I then stopped
working to become a full-time
mother for our daughter Sheba,
but after a while, once she was at
school, I got bored and decided to
pursue a career in law.
I have been coming to St Stephen’s
since 1991. After moving to
Dulwich in 1987, I visited a
number of local churches. Many
were beautiful and frequently
the clergy inspiring in how
they preached, but none had a
congregation that was collectively
as friendly and welcoming as St
Stephen’s. That is probably the first
feeling I remember having when
I set foot inside St Stephen’s, of
being welcome. Over time, Sheba
was confirmed here and became a

server at a young age (continuing
even now, over 25 years later)
with many of her school friends
and their siblings. The warmth
and support I received in the early
days made me decide that this

the year, I realised that I would
finally have the time to do this
and whole-heartedly so. From a
Ghanaian background, I feel that
I have a potentially important
role to play in welcoming others
of different nationalities and
involving them not just in Sunday
service, but in the actual running
of the church and its parochial
activities. There is much more to
church life than simply attending
service and I think for every new
member of St Stephen’s, those
first few encounters with others
in the church including a Church
Warden, plant the seeds for a longlasting relationship with the wider
community. I think that feeling of
being part of the church family
makes any new member, young
or old, keen and enthusiastic to
contribute to the workings of the
church as they too would want to
extend that feeling of inclusion,
common purpose and faith.
In my native Accra, I am a member
of Christ the King Anglican Church
and currently actively involved in
helping to raise funds to aid the
educational development of the
local youth. This includes the
refurbishment of local primary
and secondary school classrooms
with better IT facilities and
additionally creating a scholarship
fund for underprivileged children,
who show promise, to attend
university.

Photo © Matt Capon

is where I and my family would
want to worship and I have never
looked back.
When I was asked whether I
wanted to accept a nomination
for Church Warden, I gave it a
considerable amount of thought.
I wondered what I might be able
to bring to the role and prayed
for guidance before I made the
decision to accept. I have always
had the will to serve the church
and community, and with my
retirement coming at the end of

I hope that maybe as that first
face a new member may see when
they come through our doors I can
extend that same warm welcome I
felt so many years ago.

Photo © Matt Capon
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Sesquicentennial
Festival
Sunday 25th November
SESQUICENTENNIAL
ST STEPHEN
’S CHU
ICH
RCH, SOUTH DULW

There will be a 10am Festival
Eucharist with the first
performance of a new mass
setting by Nicholas AnsdellEvans, followed at 11.30 by
talks on the history, art and
architecture of the building.
This will be followed by a
reception celebrating our
anniversary.
All welcome to all or part of
the Festival - so come along!

Autumn at St Stephen’s
September:
Friday 7th
7pm, launch of our Church Youth Club, ‘IGNITE’, which will meet on
Fridays during term time. For membership enquiries please contact
the Vicar.
Sunday 9th
10am, ‘Footsteps’ launch of our new look Sunday School, all children
from the ages of 3 to 12 welcome for worship, play and learning.

October:

Sunday 7th
10am Harvest Festival - This will be an All Age Service with our choir.
We will be collecting harvest gifts for our local refugee charity.
Sunday 21st
10am - The twelve cellos of the cello workshop, practicing in the
church during the weekend, will be providing some of the music for
this service.
Tuesday 23rd
7.45pm Council for Christians and Jews
Talks and discussion by Jewish and Christian lay people on the keeping
of the Sabbath and the Christian Sunday traditions.

November:

Sunday 4th
6pm All Souls’ Memorial Service - This choral service offers an
opportunity to remember, give thanks and pray for the departed. The
service will be followed by a blessing of graves in our church garden.
Sunday 11th - Remembrance Day
10.15am Remembrance Sunday Service this year especially
remembering 100 years of the WWI Armistice.
The service will include an Act of Remembrance around our war
memorial with 2 minutes’ silence at 11am. Please be in the church in
good time as this service is busy.

December:

Sunday 2nd: Advent Sunday
10am Choral Advent Sunday service, including the lighting of the
first candle of Advent on our Advent Wreath.
20 www.ststephensdulwich.org

Regular Services
Sundays

8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10 am
Choral Eucharist with
Sunday School during term time
12noon
Holy Baptisms

Monday to Friday

8.30 am
Silent Prayer followed at
8.45 am by Morning Prayer

Wednesday
9.45 am

Holy Eucharist

St Margaret Clitherow RC
Church

4 Kingswood Drive, SE19 1UR
Fr. Chris Keen
Parish Priest (020) 8670 1639
http://www.stmargaretclitherowdulwich.org

Regular Services

Sunday Mass
10.30am
Portuguese Mass
9.00am
Holy Days: Mass
9.30am & 7.00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 5.45pm-6.00pm

Kingswood Community Baptist
Church
Dulwich Wood Federation Primary School,
Bowen Drive, SE21 8NS
Pastor: Mawuli Doe
(info: Sandra Surrey 07986 002389)

Regular Services

Sundays
10.30am
Wednesday 7.30-9.00pm Nondenominational Bible Study Ketra Rooms
Saturday Prayer Group 10am-12noon
37 Kingswood Drive, Pastor Mawuli’s home
Photo
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