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MAGGIE’S

The Ultimate in home cleaning
01293 528879 (Answerphone)

roger pope and partners
independent opticians

Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service
to coincide with your requirements.
We also offer a spring cleaning service, a
reliable window cleaning service including
frames, sills and conservatories

Maggie’s professionally trained team of
ladies are here to dust your blues away. We
are in your area now. We supply all our own
materials and equipment.
Contact us:
07860 367857 or
david_phillips18@sky.com
Cleaning in Dulwich for 25 years

personal service
unrivalled choice
comprehensive half hour
eye examinations
qualified opticians
contact lenses
friendly and professional
29 dulwich village - london - SE21 7BN
020 8299 0230
dulwich@rogerpope.co.uk

DULWICH MONTESSORI
NURSERY SCHOOL

 Well established term time Nursery School
(Holiday Club available!)
 Open 8.30am-3pm Monday to Thursday,
8.30am-1pm on Fridays
 Open for children aged 2 to 5 years

 Montessori learning environment and
qualified staff
 Forest School
 High staff : pupil ratio
 New refurbished outdoor play area

St Stephen‛s Church Hall, College Road, London, SE21 7HW

Tel.: 020 8766 0091, 07795 322688
www.dulwichmontessori.co.uk Email: office@dulwichmontessori.co.uk
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EDITORIAL

WELCOME

Angela Emmott
Editor
Have you watched “Don’t tell
the Bride” on TV? Three weeks
for a groom to secretly arrange a
wedding! One lucky bride found
her wishes came true as she arrived
at the steps of St Stephen’s. Read
how Bernhard shared this daunting
experience.
In the last issue of Spire we
looked at Credit Unions as a
fairer moneylending source. Here
Until now I had not noticed that
the Bible is so full of music and
song. From Moses to King David,
The Psalms, St Paul singing in
prison and hymn singing at Jesus’s
Last Supper. Perhaps music helps
us to switch on our emotions, to
feel more alive, energised or more
sensitive? We sing at school, at
rock concerts, in choirs, rugby and
football matches, to honour the
Queen, etc etc.
Like the Easter message of Hope
and Renewal, the power of music
is strong. From the Vicar’s Desk,
Bernhard reminds us through an
Easter Hymn, of “the hope that
Easter can bring to our lives”, even
though “we live in uncertain times”.
In this Easter Edition of Spire,
Rebecca, our Curate, looks at “why
music is so central to Christian
Worship”. Could it be that it is
“(usually) beautiful” she asks.
Peter Frost chats with some of St
Stephen’s choir to reveal the time
and dedication that he and fellow
choir members give to ensure that
every Service they take part in, is
a real inspiration to all who hear
them.
In her interview with Jonathan
Turner, Director of Music, Christine
Murrell charts his successful musical
path and the responsibilities he
holds both at St Stephen’s and at
Dulwich Prep London. Sadly we are
shortly saying farewell to Jonathan,
as his academic life now demands
priority.

“Out and About” Club
News from Linda Inniss.

I have been delighted by the
overwhelmingly positive response
to our “Out and About” Club
inaugural three course lunch on
19th April. Our target number
of diners was initially fifty.
Fortunately, Manuel, with his
customary graciousness, has
agreed to accommodate the SIXTY
participating diners, who have
signed up for this first special
occasion! Thank you to everyone
who has supported the event and
helped in so many different ways
to ensure the Club has a successful
launch.

Katie Preusser takes us a step
forward by interviewing a resident
“ both borrowing and lending” in
Southwark.
Finally Peter Frost brings us down
to earth with his struggle to control
the church wheelie bin, which
needs placing for collection each
Monday! So we wish you and your
families and friends a happy, joyful
and musical Easter!

We look forward to hosting:A full day trip to Broadstairs
via Whitstable for lunch, on
Saturday13th June.
A full day trip to Richmond with
lunch and tour of The Poppy
Factory, preceded by a drive and
coffee in Richmond Park, on
Monday, 5th October.
Christmas Shopping trip to Haskins
Garden and Gift Centre, Snowhill,
West Sussex with lunch and/
or cream tea, on Tuesday, 24th
November.
Will you join us?

Be one of the first to like our new Facebook page and be kept up to
date with our events! Go to
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenssouthdulwich
Looking for a venue for your party
or group?
St Stephen’s Millennium Hall: available
to hire from £40/hr.
To book please visit
http://www.ststephensdulwich.org/
millennium-hall/ or email hallbookings@
ststephensdulwich.org

St Stephen’s Church

College Road, Dulwich, London SE21 7HW
Tel: (020) 8766 7281
Office open on Saturday 10.30-11.30
Vicar - Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann
vicar@ststephensdulwich.org
Curate - Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd
curate@ststephensdulwich.org
Reader - Mrs Trot Lavelle
t.lavelle181@btinternet.com
Director of music - Jonathan Turner
dom@ststephensdulwich.org
Churchwardens
Sandra Potter & Patrick Robathan
churchwarden1@ststephensdulwich.org
Parish administrator - Sarah Bucknall
parishoffice@ststephensdulwich.org

The team:
Angela Emmott, Bernhard Schünemann, Rebecca Lloyd, Katie Preusser, Gemma Birt,
Christine & John Murrell, Peter Frost, Linda Inniss, Caroline Sawle & Sarah Bucknall.
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FROM THE vicar’S DESK

Easter in the face of uncertainty
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

We live in uncertain times. In
addition to our own economic
and social uncertainties, the woes
of others; in the Middle East as
well as on the edge of Europe, are
never far from our attention. This
is largely because of the nature
of modern communications. But
perhaps it is also a good sign,
perhaps we have become less
tolerant of the suffering of even
those who are comparatively far
away, and we support the efforts
of increasingly sophisticated
and effective NGOs in their
interventions.
It seems that in times of crisis
the creativity of our human
endeavour is particularly inspired.
When the thirty years war raged
in continental Europe, (1618 and
1648), religious poetry of a very
deep kind flourished, and some
of the best Lutheran hymns
were written during this time of
existential crisis. It was the poetry
of the longing mind, longing for
peace and longing for goodness
to emerge from the endless misery
of war. The poetry of holding on
to faith in a God in whose arms
we can take refuge, and in whose
values we can hope and trust.
This was also the time of the
civil war in England: a time of
profound political uncertainty,
4
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constantly shifting allegiances
and occasional fierce battles. This
was the time when Anglicanism
experienced one of its special
times of renewal. Parish priests

up and down the country got
on quietly with pastoral care
and provided spiritual havens in
their churches. Some of them
were also remarkable poets, the
most famous being perhaps the
Wiltshire parish priest George
Herbert. But there were others
such as Henry Vaughan, a
scientist and parish priest. In his
marvellous poem ‘Easter Hymn’,
he assures his contemporaries and
by extension us, of the hope that
Easter can bring into our lives. The
poem echoes the great rhetoric
of St John Chrysostom’s (4th
century) Easter sermon and he
combines this with astonishingly
modern sounding metaphors of
infancy and motherhood.
May I take this opportunity to
wish all our parishioners a joyful
and blessed Easter!

Easter Hymn
Death and darkness get you packing;
Nothing now to man is lacking;
All your triumphs now are ended,
And what Adam marred, is mended;
Graves are beds now for the weary,
Death a nap, to wake more merry;
Youth now, full of pious duty,
Seeks in thee for perfect beauty;
The weak and aged, tired with length
Of days, from thee look for new strength,
And infants with thy pangs contest
As pleasant, as if with the breast.
Then, unto Him, who thus hath thrown
Even to contempt thy kingdom down,
And by his blood did us advance
Unto his own Inheritance,
To him be glory, power, praise,
From this, unto the last of days!
Henry Vaughan (1622-1695)

A saver and a borrower

with London Mutual Credit Union
by Katie Preusser

In our last edition we reported on
how this parish has joined forces
with other nearby churches to
help grow our local credit union,
providing a lifeline to families in
strained economic times.
Here we meet Tina Young, both a
saver and borrower with London
Mutual Credit Union, who tells us
how the scheme compares to other
lenders and why it has become like
a trusted relative in times of need.
Tina, a mother of three from
Bermondsey, says the credit union
is a crucial part of her household
budgeting. “I have been with them
so long it’s like they are part of the
family,” says the 38-year-old.
She uses the credit union’s loans to
afford a little extra for the family
on birthdays and at Christmas
but also benefits from its savings
scheme.
“They help you save at the same
time,” Tina says, explaining that
when she repays loans, the credit
union puts some of that to one
side to return to her later as a
lump sum.

members’ savings and encourages
customers to take control of
their money and only borrow
amounts they can afford to repay.
Established in 1982, the credit
union aims to offer a local, ethical
and affordable choice of financial
services.
Tina says she likes the credit union’s
annual percentage rate (APR), a
measure of how much it costs to
borrow money, as it is normally
lower than many other short-term
lenders. She has not always been
so happy with lenders turned to in
times of need. “With other lenders
you pay back double and probably
more,” says Tina.
“Credit Unions only take a little bit
back... They are brilliant. They work
it out to your affordability.”
But it is not just about the costs. In
Tina’s experience the credit union
has offered a human touch and
welcome advice on budgeting.

And what would she say to
anyone else considering saving or
borrowing with the credit union?
“It’s brilliant, friendly, warm. It’s like
a proper member of your family
once you get to know it and how
it’s run.”
Anyone in this parish with
questions about joining the scheme
can talk to the vicar at St Stephen’s,
Bernhard Schunemann. The church
also has forms to join up or you can
do this online at creditunion.co.uk
by going to CU Online.
Young people under 16 can also
open their own personal saving
account.

“You know they are there if you are
really, really desperate,” she says.
“They will help you if they can.”

She has also opted to pay her
child benefit into the scheme to
help grow that and to have the
reassurance that should she need
money in an emergency she has
some funds tucked away.
“My child benefit goes straight into
my savings account with credit
union and so I know there is a
sum there. If I need to fall back on
something there is money there,”
says Tina.
She is among a growing number
of people making use of the
London Mutual Credit Union, a
non-profit organisation. One of
London’s largest credit unions it
provides services to anyone who
lives or works in the Southwark,
Lambeth, Westminster and Camden
boroughs. It runs by lending out its
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Specialists in the sale of residential
properties in Dulwich and surrounding areas.
Please contact us for our latest list of houses and flats
available in these areas or visit our website:

www.harveywheeler.com
27 Dulwich Village London SE21 7BN
www.harveywheeler.com

020 8693 4321

nicholas&co.
solicitors

incorporating Emmott & Levan
incorporating Davis Hanson

Commercial Property

Nick Nicholas

Dispute Resolution

Philip Philippou

Family and Matrimonial

Elizabeth Tillyer

Residential Property,
Wills and Probate

020 7323 4450

When experience matters

Rodney Emmott

www.nicholassolicitors.com

18–22 Wigmore Street, London W1U 2RG

Email: info@nicholassolicitors.com

Nicholas & Co. is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. No. 58769

Home visits in Dulwich upon request.
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Anytime for us, is ...

A time to sing
by Peter Frost

St Stephens’s choir is accustomed
to praise: from our congregation,
from visiting bishops and clergy,
and others in the know. A second
invitation to sing at Southwark
Cathedral adds further evidence
of the choir’s reputation under the
skilful leadership of our Director of
Music, Jonathan Turner.
But, what is it like being in the
choir? Peter Frost, himself a choir
tenor, chats to members, both
young and older, on what drives
them on from one week to the next.
Without exception, everyone
loves singing. It’s what brings
the choristers from school every
Friday evening and the adults for a
monthly run through of the music
coming up. The additional rehearsal
at 9:00am on a Sunday morning,
brings a few groans, but most
make it on time – or thereabouts!
Suggesting that the choristers like
to chat during rehearsal brings a
swift response from Jonathan: “and
the adults“ he says with feeling.

There is a preponderance of family
members, with father and/or
mother, together with one or
more offspring. The Robathans,
for example, with Patrick (a church
warden) and Kate both in the choir
and over the years supplying not
only soprano daughters but also
a trumpeter for sounding the Last
Post at our Remembrance services.
The Evans family provides another
slant on family progression.
Daughter Gwen, a chorister, started
the process, with brother Ieuan
following and then, Mark, so father
and son both sing bass together.
These are just a couple of the
many examples that could be

given of family relationships
across the choir often spanning
many years. Such family situations
involve additional commitment
in getting to the church on time
(not yet sung) involving ferrying
arrangements between families to
share pick-ups.
Children, generally can be quite
critical or embarrassed about their
parents abilities, as evidenced by
the following exchange between
daughter and father, “Your singing
was a bit off this morning.” “What
do you mean?” was the indignant
parental reply. “Well, that F sharp
you sang in the Sanctus was a bit
flat!” - and this family provides a
brass section to augment certain
pieces! Not to be outdone, altos
appear from time to time armed
with recorders, for essential back
up.
Sight-reading – the art of singing
straight from the music presented
at rehearsal - is also a desirable
attribute for parish choir singing.
This involves a mixture of getting
the entry note right (“the pitch”)
and then quickly identifying the
relationship between successive
notes (“intervals”) and singing
them at the correct pitch and
intensity (“dynamics”). All generally
managed by the choir, albeit with
the occasional nudge up or down
from a fellow singer – particularly
if you are a tenor! On top of all
this, breathing is critical – not only
in staying alive – but in timing
sufficient intake to ensure getting
to the end of a phrase without
expiring!

which usually includes not only
the hymn book, but the Gloria, the
Mass setting (Sanctus, Benedictus
and Agnus Dei), the Alleluia, one
or two anthems and the order of
service – helped sometimes by
the choirmaster waving the music
for the upcoming piece. We are
also adept in singing, not only
in English, but in Latin, French,
German and even Russian.
Choristers like pieces which are
challenging (so they say!) and
generally are happy singing solo
parts. Adults do like new pieces
coming into the repertoire, but
also familiar works where they
can relax a bit. Everyone likes the
range of music that our Director
of Music has introduced and are
equally happy singing 16th Century
music such as a mass by Palestrina
or Byrd, or more modern works
such as Bob Chilcott’s “A Little Jazz
Mass” or the spiritual “Ev’ry time I
feel the spirit” with added rhythm
section.
The hubbub in the vestry before
the service and the challenge the
vicar has in calling all parts of the
choir to order, to give a blessing, is
an indication of the real enjoyment
of being in the choir. As is the good
natured scrum in hanging one’s
vestments back up after the service.
Much of this continuing enthusiasm
and commitment has been due to
Jonathan’s professional handling
of the choir – both young and
old - and all feel enriched by this
experience. The choir wishes him
every good fortune in the future
whilst also looking forward to
working with the new Director of
Music when appointed.

The choir doesn’t seem to have a
problem in organising the various
pieces of music during a service,
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Music

Voice of the Soul
by Christine Murrell

Jonathan Turner talks about his
busy life as Director of Music
at St Stephen’s and as Head of
Academic Music at Dulwich Prep
London.
Jonathan came to St Stephen’s as
Director of Music at the same time
as taking up his teaching post at
Dulwich Prep London nearly four
years ago. Jonathan graduated
in 2009 with a BA in Music from
Oxford where he was organ scholar
at Lincoln College.
Which instruments do you play?
The organ and piano are my main
instruments, but I used to play the
trumpet and trombone when I was
younger. I’ve also recently started
teaching myself the euphonium
and I would like to learn to play
the double bass.
Is your family musical?
My mother is the music specialist at
her primary school, my sister plays
piano and flute and my father sings
in the church choir – so yes I do, but
I didn’t really become interested
until I was a teenager. I didn’t
take GSCE music and only began
learning the organ when I was 15.
Following my GCSEs I achieved
Grade 8 Piano and Organ in about
18 months and also switched to
study A-level Music. After this
I went on to hold the gap-year
organ scholarship at Blackburn
Cathedral where I was a pupil of
Greg Morris.
What did you achieve whilst you
were at Blackburn Cathedral?
I accompanied the Young People’s
Choir on a weekly basis as well as
the Cathedral Choir and Cathedral
Girls’ Choir. We enjoyed successful
tours to Vienna with the Young
People’s Choir and to St David’s
Cathedral with the Renaissance
Singers.
What are your fondest musical
memories?
As a treble I enjoyed singing with
the Northern Cathedral Singers
because we got to sing in so many
8
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wonderful cathedrals all over the
country. With Lincoln College
Chapel Choir we toured in Dublin
and Rome, singing in services in
Christchurch Cathedral, Dublin and
St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. I was
also lucky enough to broadcast
on BBC Radio 4 with the choir.
At university I also organised
and conducted a performance
of Handel’s Messiah, which I’ll
remember for many years. My
first post was as Organ Scholar of
Southwell Minster, during which
time I achieved the Associateship
diploma of the Royal College of
Organists and recorded a CD with
the Minster Girls’ Choir. In my
final term there I was the Acting
Assistant Director of Music, playing
for all the major services in the
Minster.
Who are your musical influences?
I was greatly influenced by Ralph
Allwood and David Goode when I
attended an Eton Choral Course
at the age of 17. Ralph was
Precentor and Director of Music
at Eton College for many years and
David Goode remains the Head of
Keyboard at Eton. Both of them
encouraged me to apply for an
Oxbridge organ scholarship, and
thankfully I got one! I also owe a
great deal to my first ever organ
teacher, Nigel Spooner.
Who are your favourite
composers?
I enjoy listening to and playing
Duruflé and Vierne who are both

French composers, and the music
of Bach never fails to astonish
me in its beauty and intricacy.
The diversity that we get in the
liturgical year is marvellous and
I enjoy choosing a wide variety
of choral music to keep everyone
interested. I always avoid repeating
the same music in a term if at all
possible.
What does your post as Director
of Music at St Stephen’s entail?
First of all I prepare the choir
schedules, music lists and many of
the orders of service. I also plan the
hymn list and typeset music for the
choir/congregation as well as for
cello services and when we have
string or brass groups. I order and
collect new choir music and try to
keep the music library up to date
by labelling and filing it all. I also

take the weekly choir rehearsals
every Friday evening and ensure
that their music, chairs and stands
are all in place for Sunday morning.
If I am away I usually arrange the
visiting organists, and also book
extra musicians when necessary. I
also arrange for them to be paid via
Martin (our Treasurer) and Joan, as
well as organise the chorister pay
each term. I am required to write
the music report for the church’s
Annual Report and also any
references that are required for the
choristers. I make sure the music
section on the church website is up
to date and for additional services
such as weddings and funerals I
provide musical advice for couples
and families. I also book singers and
instrumentalists for these services
and send numerous e-mails to the
choir on a termly basis to ensure
everyone is in the right place at the
right time. If I have time I do try to
practice my voluntary for Sunday
morning!
Do you practice much?
I would prefer to practice much
more than I do, because I often
only do about 10 minutes each
week and I’m a perfectionist. I
would certainly advise beginners
and those who get nervous when
performing, to practice until you
can’t get it wrong.
So if you make a mistake during
a performance, how do you
handle it?
Don’t stop. You must keep going,
get the next bit right and put the
mistake out of your mind.
Now tell us what your post at
Dulwich Prep entails?
I aim to be at school around
7.30am Monday to Friday. I am
currently ‘Head of Academic Music’
and teach class Music to boys
from Year 3 to Year 8. I also teach
individual piano, organ, singing
and music theory lessons, and also
run extra curricular groups such as
the Junior Orchestra. In addition, I
teach Games (Rugby, Football and
Cricket) often meaning I have to be
out of the sports field refereeing or
coaching on a Saturday morning.
I am a Year 5 Form Tutor and

Tribe Chief of the Mohicans (the
school is divided into four tribes
instead of houses, each named
after an American-Indian tribe).
During the week I am scheduled
to finish school at around 5 pm,
but often find myself staying later
for concerts, rehearsals or other
school commitments. The school
calendar is extremely full and can
sometimes leave very little time for
anything else.
Focusing on your church life,
which season of the church’s
year to do you like most?
I find Lent and Holy Week musically
powerful. There is a huge amount
of music that could be sung during
Holy Week and the contrasts
between Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Day are
wonderful.

happy morning’ from the final verse
of ‘O come, all ye faithful’ it always
sends a shiver down my spine. It is
a glorious and triumphant moment
and like so much of the music we
sing, it touches the soul.
My decision to stand down as
Director of Music was not taken
lightly and the hardest part was
telling the choir! When you build
up such a strong relationship with
so many people over a number of
years, it is never easy to tell them
you are going. However, I very
much hope that a new Director
of Music will be able to dedicate
more time to the role and will look
to develop the music even further
with the support of Bernhard and
Rebecca. I have thoroughly enjoyed
my time at St Stephen’s and look
forward to returning from time to
time when I can enjoy listening to
the choir from the congregation.

Finally, is there a particular
musical passage or hymn
that never fails to move you
emotionally?
Each time I sing or play the section
‘Yea Lord We Greet Thee, born this
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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The Secret Garden,
your local independent
garden centre
A very individual and beautiful garden centre in Crystal Palace becomes
a big favourite with all who find it. Come and see all the treasures that this
garden centre has to offer including herbs, perennials, shrubs, trees and seeds.
Try growing your own fruit and vegetables, because home-grown
tastes so much better, especially when it’s organic.

Some reasons to visit
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The Secret Garden, Coxwell Road, Westow Street, Upper Norwood, SE19 3AF
Tel:020 8771 8200 www.thesecretgardencentre.com
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• Knowledgeable, friendly staff who care
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and trellis
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“Don’t tell the bride!”…

Vicar is converted by wedding couple!
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann
I have never been a great fan of the
kind of TV show that is sometimes
called ‘reality television’. I have
always thought that it was a
cheap way of entertaining large
audiences, and in the process these
programs seem to be mocking
ordinary members of the public.
One such programme format has
recently enjoyed huge popularity
especially among teenagers and
young adults: ‘Don’t tell the bride’
has been trialled on BBC 3 for a
number of series and has built up
an astonishing number of fans
both as audience and amongst
those applying to take part.
The idea is a relatively simple one:
the groom is given a budget and
three weeks by the BBC to arrange
the wedding without further
reference to his future wife, but,
of course, in the best interest of
his bride. When the emotionally
highly charged wedding day
comes the bride is filmed in closeup as she is presented with a day
often not really to her liking, but
at the same time wishing to be
grateful to her new husband, who
is sometimes portrayed as ranging
from incompetent to insensitive.
On the whole the weddings
featured have been of the nontraditional kind: a recent one was
“Frozen” Disney themed wedding
and there have been weddings in
hot air balloons even parachuting
ones.

The reader may understand that
when bridegroom Dean came to
see me to ask if his wedding at St
Stephen’s could feature on ‘Don’t
tell the bride’ he encountered
initial reluctance on my part. The
programme had never featured
a traditional Anglican Church
wedding, and I suspected this was
for good reason, perhaps the BBC
had never found a vicar willing to
participate!
For a start there was the difficulty
of the church-legal preliminary,
applying for the reading of banns
and having them read takes at the
very least four weeks, and it can
therefore never really be fitted into
the three week window allowed
by the conditions of the program.
Nevertheless I agreed, I liked the
seriousness with which Dean was
taking his responsibilities, however
squeezed into three weeks it was
and I already knew Sandra and her
family as they use St Stephen’s as
their parish church.
The difficulties were overcome by
introducing a late night Saturday
consultation for the reading of
banns in which our curate the
Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd explained
to Dean and to the production
team as well as the rest of the
watching public the complexities
of the archaic custom of the
reading of banns and all went
well from then on. On the day

bride Sandra came to the church
genuinely overjoyed, because
while it was her dearest wish to
have a church wedding, she had
given up hope that it could be
arranged.
Both Dean and Sandra had,
over the three weeks, become
so used to the presence of TV
cameras in their lives that they
were not fazed by five of them
in the church as well as at least
two in the bridal car. To my utter
surprise the wedding itself was a
profoundly religious and spiritual
occasion with genuine tears of joy
and prayerfulness.
My suspicions, perhaps initially
and arrogantly based on grounds
of taste, that the seriousness of a
wedding service might be taken
over entirely by frivolity and
kitsch, turned out to be utterly
unfounded! Thank you Dean and
Sandra, for converting me to this,
a reality TV format that allows a
glimpse into other people’s special
moments.

www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Why Church music?

“He who sings prays twice”…
Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd

‘Sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs among yourselves,
singing and making melody to the
Lord in your hearts’ (Ephesians
5:19). We know that Christians
have always sung together.
Monks have been chanting
psalms for over a millennium
and a half. Congregational
hymn-singing has characterized
worship in the Western churches
since the Reformation. Some of
our greatest composers wrote
orchestral settings of the Mass.
Popular styles of music such as
rock or Gospel have formed the
centre of worship in evangelical
and Pentecostal churches since
the mid-twentieth century. It
is hard to imagine a Christian
worshipping community that
does not use music in some form.
The Quakers are perhaps the only
major exception to this rule.
Why is music so central to
Christian worship? There are
some practical reasons. Before
the invention of microphones
chanting carried across a large
space more clearly than speaking,
and this may explain in part
the tradition of chanting the
liturgy. Before widespread
literacy songs were a good way
of teaching people ideas, and
this is why Martin Luther and
other Reformers wrote so many
hymns. Familiar hymns still play
a large part in most Christians’
understanding of their faith as
well as being a source of spiritual
comfort and self-expression.
Think of the popular hymn ‘Abide
with me’ in its various uses, from
football matches to funerals.

There are less immediately
obvious reasons for the use of
music in worship, too. Singing
together builds community
and, literally, attunes people
to one another. It also lifts the
spirits and oxygenates the body.
Singing slows down the pace of
the words and allows time for
contemplation. Setting words
to music seems to heighten the
words and express something
more of the inexpressible feeling
behind them: ‘He who sings
prays twice’ is a traditional
Christian view of church music.
Music is also an imaginative
way of ordering time and space.
It allows us to experience the
uniqueness, even the sacredness,
of each moment within the flow
of time. And it allows for deep
emotional expression within a
safely contained space created
by the conventions of harmony,
rhythm and melody. Some people
even feel that music can be a

more intimate way of communing
with God, or of sharing feelings
with God, than words alone. There
is, indeed, much sacred music that
is wordless or is in a language not
immediately comprehensible to
its listeners.
Perhaps above all, music is
(usually) beautiful. As such it is,
Christians believe, a gift from God.
Imperfect human attempts at
creating beauty mirror something
of God’s absolute beauty. God
is perfect beauty, joy, order,
relationship, equality, creativity,
delight, and many other things.
Just sometimes, therefore, music
seems to give a clearer glimpse
of God than even words can.
Christians try to reflect that
image of God back to him in
grateful worship, using music.
And that is why Christians sing.

Rebecca enjoys being Curate at St
Stephen’s for many reasons, one
of which is its choral tradition.
Before her ordination she trained
as a musicologist and wrote her
PhD thesis on the sacred music
of JS Bach.
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DULWICH OAKS MONTESSORI
NURSERY SCHOOL

High quality Montessori education for children aged 2
to 5 years (term time or all year school options)
Excellent outdoor facilities, large well equipped garden
Funded 2 year old places available

Open 7.45am-6pm Monday-Friday
(Various sessions available)
Montessori qualified staff
Holiday Club

PLACES AVAILABLE NOW!
St Margaret Clitherow Church Hall, 22 Dulwich Wood Park, London, SE19 1HL

Tel.: 020 8761 6555, 07795 322688

Website: www.dulwichoaks.co.uk Email: office@dulwichoaks.co.uk

W. Uden & SonS
Family-oWned FUneral directorS
Since 1881
375 lordship lane, london Se22 8JJ
tel: 020 8693 1526
At your time of need, allow our family to assist your family.
Please compare our prices, our service and our vehicles.
Private Chapels of Rest in all our premises.
Pre-paid funerals available.

www.wuden.com
Branches also at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham, Camberwell,
Biggin Hill and Bexleyheath.
www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Computer Support & Training
that comes direct to you
We can visit your home, workplace or you can
come to us for one to one computer training
We can teach you:
Word Processing

Internet & Email

Spreadsheets

Database

WINDOWS 8!

Virus Removal

Scanners

File Management

Digital Cameras

Kindle

DTP

iPad

The number of hours you need is up to you
‘We upgrade, set up and troubleshoot too’
Call Vic for more info and help
07970 434765
www.plumplanet.co.uk

Email: vic@plumplanet.co.uk
Plumplanet est. 1994

VIRGO PREP SCHOOL

Open Day
Saturday 4th October 2014
10.30pm – 1.30pm

020 8653 2169 | www.vfps.org | your_place@vfps.org
147 Central Hill, London SE19 1RS
Come and visit South Londons best kept secret!
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An Unsung Chore

“How strong are you feeling?”
by Peter Frost

© Mac the Mail Online 18th June 2009
Mmm…. I thought, that must be
a loaded question – and it was!
The big wheely bin at the back of
the church needed to be pulled
round to the front pavement ready
for emptying by the Council the
following morning. “No problem”
I said, as the vicar explained that
it was normally a task undertaken

every Monday evening by our
volunteer premises manager, but
he couldn’t this time.
Dutifully, I arrived after dark and
crept round to the bin enclosure.
First task was to unlock the
retaining padlock. Curious, I
thought, why anyone might want

to steal our waste! However, the
real reason became clear as we
started the manoeuvre. Like any
self-respecting supermarket trolley,
this wheely had a mind of its own.
As we approached the sloping
part of the car park, the beast was
clearly intent on making for the
flower beds and fought ferociously
as I tried to steer it clear. Clearly
it had been locked up, not to be
stolen, but to stop it making off
whenever it felt so inclined.
Preventing the steering of a
heavy and recalcitrant wheely
through the car ramps chicane
was obviously one of its weekly
delights. But it wasn’t over! Having
reached the pavment, its final
trick was to try to escape down
to the toll gate before I could trap
it by applying the brakes to the
wheels. Getting it back empty to
its enclosure the following morning
was much easier but I made d…
sure it was securely locked up again
before I left!
Surely, another “behind the scenes”
task taken without comment or
complaint by our indefatigable
church custodian.

www.ststephensdulwich.org
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Easter at St Stephen’s
A journey from devastation to joy!
Palm Sunday – 29 March
8am Holy Communion (BCP - 1662)
10am Procession with donkey, brassband and singing - together with the other
churches in the area. Assemble next to the shops in Seeley Drive ready for
9.45am

Wednesday - 1 April
9.45am Holy Eucharist

Maundy Thursday – 2 April

8pm The Maundy Thursday Service starts in the church hall with an informal
parish supper, followed by a commemoration of the foot washing, a Holy
Eucharist and the watch service until midnight. Our choir will sing for this service.
Everyone is welcome to all or part of this event!

Good Friday – 3 April
2pm Good Friday Liturgy with choir, sermon and Veneration of the Cross

Easter Sunday – 5 April

6am – Dawn Service: Vigil of readings, the lighting of the Easter fire, the blessing
of the Easter Candle and the first Communion of Easter.
8am Holy Communion (BCP - 1662)
10am Choral Eucharist for Easter

Regular Services
Sundays
8 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10 am Choral Eucharist with Sunday School during term time
12noon Holy Baptisms

Monday to Friday
8.30 am Silent Prayer followed at 8.45 am by Morning Prayer

Wednesday
9.45 am Holy Eucharist

St Margaret Clitherow RC
Church

Kingswood Community Baptist
Church

4 Kingswood Drive, SE19 1UR
Fr Sean Hearty (020) 8670 1639

Dulwich Wood Federation Primary School,
Bowen Drive, SE21 8NS
Pastor: Mawuli Doe
(info: Sandra Surrey 07986 002389)

Palm Sunday - Procession followed
by 10.30am Mass
Maundy Thursday - 7.30pm mass for
the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday - 3pm Solemn Liturgy
7pm Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday - 9pm Easter Vigil
Service
Easter Sunday - 10.30am Mass
Regular Services
Sunday Mass
Portuguese Mass
Wed – Fri Mass
Holy Days: Mass

10.30am
9.00am
9.30am
9.00am & 7.30pm

March 23 to 5 April: Time of Prayer
and Fasting – Seeking Your Face O
Lord
Palm Sunday – Procession followed
by 10.30 Service
Wednesday & Maundy Thursday 7.30pm Teaching and Prayer: the
essence of the cross - Ketra Rooms, Telfer
House Seeley Drive

Good Friday - 10.30am Service
Easter Sunday – 10.30am Easter
Service
Regular Services

Sundays
10.30am
Wednesday 7.30-9.00pm Nondenominational Bible Study Ketra Rooms
Saturday Prayer Group 10am-12noon
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37 Kingswood Drive, Pastor Mawuli’s home

