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MAGGIE’S
The Ultimate in home cleaning
01293 528879 (Answerphone)

Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service 
to coincide with your requirements.  

We also offer a spring cleaning service, a 
reliable window cleaning service including 

frames, sills and conservatories

Maggie’s professionally trained team of 
ladies are here to dust your blues away.  We 
are in your area now.  We supply all our own 

materials and equipment.

Contact us: 
07860 367857 or

david_phillips18@sky.com

Cleaning in Dulwich for 25 years

DULWICH MONTESSORI 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

   
 Well established term time Nursery School 

(Holiday Club available!) 
 Open 8.30am-3pm Monday to Thursday, 

8.30am-1pm on Fridays  
 Open for children aged 2 to 5 years 

 Montessori learning environment and 
qualified staff 

 Forest School 
 High staff : pupil ratio 
 New refurbished outdoor play area 

St Stephen‛s Church Hall, College Road, London, SE21 7HW  

Tel.: 020 8766 0091, 07795 322688 
www.dulwichmontessori.co.uk Email: office@dulwichmontessori.co.uk 

Roger Pope and Partners 

   Independent Opticians 

Never Just Ordinary 

29 Dulwich Village 
London 
SE21 7BN 
020 8299 0230 
dulwich@rogerpope.co.uk 
www.rogerpope.co.uk/dulwich 

mailto:office%40dulwichmontessori.co.uk?subject=via%20Spire%20magazine
http://www.dulwichmontessori.co.uk
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EDITORIAL

WELCOME
Angela Emmott
Editor

St Stephen’s Church
College Road, Dulwich, London SE21 7HW 

Tel: (020) 8766 7281
Office open on Saturday 10.30-11.30

Vicar - Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann
vicar@ststephensdulwich.org

curate - Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd 
curate@ststephensdulwich.org

reader - Mrs Trot Lavelle 
t.lavelle181@btinternet.com

director of muSic - Rupert Perkins
dom@ststephensdulwich.org

churchwardenS

Sandra Potter & Patrick Robathan
churchwarden1@ststephensdulwich.org

pariSh adminiStrator - Sarah Bucknall  
parishoffice@ststephensdulwich.org

The team:
Angela Emmott, Bernhard Schünemann, Rebecca Lloyd, Peter Frost, 
Christine & John Murrell,  Linda Inniss, Caroline Sawle & Sarah Bucknall.   

Looking for a venue for your party or 
group?
St Stephen’s Millennium Hall: available to 
hire from £40/hr.
To book please visit 
ht tp://www.st stephensdulwich.org/
millennium-hall/ or  email hallbookings@
ststephensdulwich.org

Keep up to date with our events!  Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenssouthdulwich

With Food Banks now part of UK 
life and desperate stories from 
fleeing migrants we know that not 
everyone has a full stomach each 
day. As we come again to Harvest 
Time we have the chance to offer 
our thanks at St Stephen’s, for 
food and shelter. 

To ‘Grow’:- to undergo natural 
development; to increase in size; 
to change and develop? In this 
edition of Spire we look at some 
of these concepts in our life and 
neighbourhood.

Bernhard our Vicar explains 
that Churches and Church 
attendance is growing in London. 
He questions why: - deepening 
faith or community engagement? 
What do you think? Rebecca, our 
newly ordained Curate tells of the 
growth from Deacon to Priest, and 
how the call to ministry is alive 
and increasing around us today.

Dr Jane Santo reflects on the 
natural growth of children, but 
alerts us to be aware of sometimes 
needing outside support in 
difficult times.

Linda and her team have brilliant 
news of ‘The Out and About Club’. 
Have you joined yet? It is open to 
everyone.

Rupert, our Director of Music 
runs a successful Music Shop, 
that you may want to visit. Read 
all about it! Music will also be at 
the heart of our Remembrance 
Sunday Service on 8th November, 

when we uphold that two minute 
silence at the War Memorial with 
the ‘Last Post’ played by a team of 
Trumpeters. Learn here about that 
memorial from 1919.

We have news, from Louise of 
local activity at a neighbouring 
church, growing vegetables near 
Crystal Place. They sell and swap 
foods at the Saturday Market in 

Parish Prayer 
Pilgrimage

Westminster Abbey
Wednesday 2nd December

Evening Prayer 5pm
Pilgrimage 6pm

Please sign up at the back of the 
church with name and tel no/email 

address

SE19 too. Lastly Peter keeps us on 
our toes, trying to explain Church 
Accounting! Thank goodness he 
does it for us so willingly!

Whether you are growing up, 
growing out of, growing into or 
just growing older, please join us 
at St Stephen’s and we hope we 
will ‘grow on you’… as they say.

Advent Study Course
During the second half of 
November we will be offering a 
three session Advent Study Course 
on ‘Faith and Work’, please look 
on our website for location and 
timings for this.

Choir
Our choir rehearses regularly 
(children, Friday evenings during 
term time and the adults on 
Friday evenings monthly & every 
Sunday before the service). If you 
are interested please speak to 
our Director of Music for further 
information.  

Baptisms & Wedding bookings
Please come to the church office 
(via the church) on Saturdays 
between 10.30am and 11.30am.

mailto:vicar%40ststephensdulwich.org%0D?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:t.lavelle181%40btinternet.com?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:dom%40ststephensduwlich.org%0D?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:churchwarden1%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:parishoffice%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:hallbookings%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
mailto:hallbookings%40ststephensdulwich.org?subject=Spire%20enquiry
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FROM THE viCAR’S DESK

Church Life is thriving in London
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

Churches are generally growing 
in London. This applies not only 
to traditional Church of England 
parish churches but also to 
Roman Catholic churches as well 
as a whole host of independent 
Pentecostalist churches operating 
in non-traditional settings such 
as schools, halls, cinemas and 
other shared buildings. This trend 
is certainly unusual and in fact 
amongst northern-European 
cities in predominantly protestant 
countries it is unprecedented.      

No-one knows why it is that 
London is bucking the trend in 
this way. It may have to do with 
the success of the ‘Alpha Course’ 
movement, which started life in 
London, it may be to do with a 
recent increase of immigration 
from Christian countries or it 
may be to do with the fact that 
the aggressive atheism of public 
intellectuals such as Richard 
Dawkins and the late Christopher 
Hitchens has sparked a reaction 
amongst those who felt the 
Christian church to be under 
attack and they have aligned 
themselves more closely with the 
churches. 

Whatever the reason, for me this 
raises an important question: 
is this growth also leading to a 
deepening of faith and spirituality. 
If this were to be so, one of the 

effects would indeed be a greater 
sense of contentment without 
necessarily striving for constant 
increases in personal wealth and 
personal consumption; on that I 
think the jury is still out. For me 
one thing is sure:  a large and 
thriving city like London needs 

with teenage gangs confronting 
knife-crime and drug-abuse, in 
the past we have reported on 
the church being at the heart of 
the Credit Union movement also 
engaging in financial education in 
schools, here in our own area the 
Dulwich Helpline was originally 

the social dimension that faith 
communities and in particular 
churches provide. By that I mean 
the outreach by the churches 
to those who are left behind 
economically or socially. 

Christian communities are often 
pioneering new approaches of how 
to help the poor: food banks were 
an initiative of London churches, 
many of the Pentacostalist 
churches have innovative 
programs of engaging successfully 

the initiative of a group from our 
Dulwich Deanery. Most recently 
here at St Stephen’s, Linda, one of 
our parishioners, has started the 
‘Out and About Club’ organising 
outings and cultural events for 
a wide cross-section of our local 
community.  

For me these are real signs 
of growth, rather than just 
the growth in numbers of 
congregations, impressive though 
that is in many some churches.

http://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventry-news/the-streets-coventry-toughyou-see-6653805

http://www.theguardian.com/money/2012/jan/13/volunteering-homelessness
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gROWing TOgETHER

Out and About
by Linda inniss

St Stephen’s Church “Out and 
About” Club continues to go from 
strength to strength, growing 
from a mere fifty diners at our 
inaugural lunch in April of this 
year to a membership of exactly 
one hundred.

As a result of a highly successful 
visit in June to experience a taste 
of “Dickens Week” in Broadstairs 
on the Kent coast (including a 
traditional fish and chip lunch 
on the way there and a seaside 
themed raffle on the way back) 
our reputation for fun, friendship 
and fantastic food continues to 
grow too! 

However, we are also looking to 
grow in three other ways and 
hope you may be able to help:

First, we would welcome the input 
of anyone who has particular 
expertise, knowledge or skill 
which could be of use to the Club 
organisers, - whether this be in 
computer technology, first aid, 
digital photography etc. Through 
your contribution we may be 
able to expand the size of our 
committee as well as our skills 
base.

Second, from April 2016 we shall 
be aiming to replenish, - indeed 
increase our (by then) depleted 
budget when our current funding 
(provided through the generosity 
of The Peter Minet Trust and 
Southwark Council) comes to an 
end. Do you know of any Trust or 
charitable organisation we might 
approach for sponsorship; or 
would you be interested in joining 
a fundraising sub-committee? 

Please contact Maria Branchini, 
who will lead the drive to raise 
funds for the Club (Tel. 020 8699 
3078).                                                                    

Last, but by no means least, 
we should like to swell our 
Club membership even more, 
especially the number of senior 
citizens whom the Club mainly 
serves. Could that mean YOU? 
Furthermore, do you have 
acquaintances or neighbours who 
might welcome the company of 
others by joining in with one of 
our coach trips locally or further 
afield? 

Our remaining outings for this 
year are: 

Monday, 5th October 2015 a 
visit to The Poppy Factory preceded 
by a drive through Richmond Park 
(with a light lunch included in the 
cost of £10.00); 

Tuesday, 24th november 2015 
a Christmas Shopping trip to 
Haskins Garden Centre in West 
Sussex with a cream tea included 
in the cost of £12.50. 

Monday, 14th December 2015 
we aim to capture just a little 
of the growing excitement and 
sense of anticipation of Christmas 
approaching, as we enjoy a trip to 
see the Christmas lights in central 
London (with a delicious sandwich 
and scone tea at a leading West 
End hotel included in the £12.00 
cost).

Furthermore, our provisional 
plans for early 2016 include a 
trip to the ballet on Tuesday, 26th 
January beamed all the way from 
The Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden to a cinema near you. 
Stand by in February for a cinema 
visit of a very different kind!

For further details, please contact 
the organiser Linda Inniss (Tel. 
07508 232355).
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nicholas&co.
solicitors
incorporating Emmott & Levan 
incorporating Davis Hanson

Commercial Property  Nick Nicholas 

Dispute Resolution   Philip Philippou 

Family and Matrimonial  Elizabeth Tillyer

Residential Property,  
Wills and Probate   Rodney Emmott

020 7323 4450        www.nicholassolicitors.com
18–22 Wigmore Street, London W1U 2RG       Email: info@nicholassolicitors.com
Nicholas & Co. is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. No. 58769

Home visits in Dulwich upon request.

When experience matters

 

Specialists in the sale of residential  
properties in Dulwich and surrounding areas.   

Please contact us for our latest list of houses and flats  
available in these areas or visit our website: 

 

www.harveywheeler.com 
 

27 Dulwich Village London SE21 7BN 
www.harveywheeler.com 

020 8693 4321 

http://www.nicholassolicitors.com
http://www.harveywheeler.com
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MuSiC - A gROWing pASSiOn

St Stephen’s church has a new Director of Music   
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

Rupert Perkins was educated at 
DCPS (now The Prep London) and 
Tonbridge School before studying 
music at Reading and then for a 
PGCE at Oxford Brooks. During his 
prep school days he had already 
helped with the music at St 
Stephen’s under it’s then DOM Eric 
Matthes and later under Michael 
Spencer. Rupert has worked as 
a freelance musician and been 
Director of Music for seventeen 
years at Christchurch Kensington 
and he remains a weekday 
Director of Music at St Margaret 
Patten in the City of London. 

Rupert is also the proprietor of 
South London Music, a most 
unusual music shop at 29 Grove 
Vale in East Dulwich 
(http://www.slmusic.co.uk/). 

Entering Rupert’s music shop is like 
entering another world. One can 
tell that Rupert lives and breathes 
music, he is passionate about 
music. His main interest is sheet 
music and musical instruments. 
He likes people coming in with 
unusual requests and he will 
always find the music that you are 
searching for; be it instrumental 
or choral. Most people who learn 
or play musical instruments 
and who live in Dulwich are his 
customers at one time or another. 
Being in Rupert’s shop is always 
a time for networking! While 
you are waiting to be served 
your imagination is engaged by 

unusual musical instruments 
ranging from traditional string 
and wind instruments to 
mandolins, ukuleles to sawnny 
and puppy slide whistles. The 
shop is also worth a visit if you 
are looking for an unusual gift for 
a musical friend. Rupert’s vision 
for St Stephen’s is to develop and 
grow our excellent choir further 
and to provide music ranging 
from the Renaissance to that of 
contemporary composers such 
as the already famous Dulwich 
young composer Thomas Hewitt 
Jones.
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gROWing in RESpOnSiBiLiTy

The Ordination Service 4 July 2015

If you were passing St Stephen’s 
on Saturday 4th July this year 
you might have noticed that 
something big was happening. 
What was it? For the first time in 
our history we were holding an 
ordination service. The Bishop of 
Woolwich came to ordain three 
new priests, including our own 
curate Rebecca. 

“But weren’t you ordained in 
Southwark Cathedral last year?” I 
asked Rebecca. She has certainly 
been wearing a clerical collar and 
working in the parish for over a 
year. Rebecca explained that last 
year she was ordained deacon, 
and this year priest. “It can be a 
bit confusing!” she admits. “It’s 
the way the Church of England 
organizes it. When you finish 
your training you’re a deacon for 
a year before they ordain you to 
the priesthood.” When you’re a 
deacon, she explains, you can 
wear the clerical collar and call 
yourself Reverend. “The word 
‘deacon’ comes from a Greek word 
meaning minister or servant. So 

the deacon’s role is really all about 
service.” 

Deacons are to serve the 
community in which they are set, 
bringing to the Church the needs 
and hopes of all the people. They 
are to work with their fellow 
members in searching out the 
poor and weak, the sick and lonely 
and those who are oppressed 
and powerless, reaching into the 
forgotten corners of the world, 
that the love of God may be made 
visible. (The Ordination Service)

important things deacons can’t 
do that priests can: pronounce 
absolution of sins, give blessings, 
and perhaps most importantly, 
consecrate the bread and wine at 
the Eucharist. So deacons assist in 
the main services but can’t lead 
them.” It’s important to Rebecca 
that once you’re a priest you 
never stop being a deacon as well. 
“Even if you go on to be ordained 
bishop, which is the third and 
final form of ordination, you’re 
still a deacon for the rest of your 
life too.” Being a deacon is about 

Most deacons intend to go on to 
be ordained priest, like Rebecca. “It 
feels a bit like an apprenticeship,” 
Rebecca says. “There are three 

learning the habits of service to 
others, both in terms of providing 
practical and pastoral care and in 
terms of having a supporting role 
in services, which should then 
become a reflexive part of life. It’s 
a final year, beyond theological 
college, in which to grow into the 
priestly role. 

And so to July this year, when 
Rebecca was ordained priest. “It 
was probably the most important 
day of my life,” she says. “I had 
been preparing for it for years.” 
The whole process of selection 
and training takes several years, 
at least five in her case. “We call 
it the discernment process,” she 
explains. “It’s all about finding 
out whether you have a vocation 
to be a priest and learning how 
you need to grow and develop 
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to take on this sometimes very 
challenging, though rewarding 
role”. Vocation is a word that she 
believes can apply to everyone. 
“We all have a vocation to serve 
God, other people, and the 
church, in a way that only we can. 
It’s about discerning where our 
gifts, talents and desires lie and 
how we can best put them to use 
in serving other people and the 
world. For a few of us, that best 
way of serving is through the 
work of a priest, but I believe that 
everyone has a vocation to serve 
others and the best way to grow 
as a person is to find out what 
your unique vocation is.”

A fellow Deacon, present at St 
Stephen’s that day, found his 
vocation whilst working as a 
volunteer Reader at Wormwood 
Scrubs Prison. He was later 
ordained Priest, that same day 
by Bishop Michael, inside HMP 
Thameside, where he now works, in 
front of a congregation including 
inmates and guards. It is thought 
to be the first time anyone has 
been ordained in a Prison.

With all God’s people, priests are 
to tell the story of God’s love. 
They are to baptize new disciples 
in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
and to walk with them in the 
way of Christ, nurturing them in 
the faith. They are to unfold the 
Scriptures, to preach the word in 
season and out of season, and 

to declare the mighty acts of 
God. They are to preside at the 
Lord’s table and lead his people 
in worship, offering with them a 
spiritual sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. They are to bless the 
people in God’s name. They are 
to resist evil, support the weak, 
defend the poor, and intercede for 
all in need. They are to minister to 
the sick and prepare the dying for 
their death. Guided by the Spirit, 
they are to discern and foster 
the gifts of all God’s people, that 
the whole Church may be built 
up in unity and faith. (From the 
Ordination Service)
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The Secret Garden,  
your local independent  

garden centre

A very individual and beautiful garden centre in Crystal Palace becomes 
a big favourite with all who find it. Come and see all the treasures that this 
garden centre has to offer including herbs, perennials, shrubs, trees and seeds. 
Try growing your own fruit and vegetables, because home-grown  
tastes so much better, especially when it’s organic.

Some reasons to visit

•  Wide range of excellent plants, pots, tools  
and trellis

•  Knowledgeable, friendly staff who care  
about plants

• Delivery service

• Monday – Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-5

•  Wild bird food, Hills pet food, Calor Gas and turf

• Free parking, next to Sainsbury’s

The Secret Garden, Coxwell Road, Westow Street, Upper Norwood, SE19 3AF   
Tel:020 8771 8200    www.thesecretgardencentre.com
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CHiLDREn AnD gROWTH… 

To watch children grow is a 
privilege. They have a natural drive 
to develop physically, mentally, 
emotionally and spiritually. 
When they are babies the rate of 
growth is phenomenal and there 
are phases of particularly rapid 
growth at different times in the 
lives of children, especially during 
infancy, early childhood and in 
adolescence.

In the recent summer holidays, 
especially during fine weather, 
children across the age range and 
from different social backgrounds 
often played together outside. 
They laughed, invented games on 
their bikes and roller blades, sat 
on the grass under trees to have 
picnics and enjoyed the security of 
knowing they would remain safe, 
close enough to their parents and 
carers yet far enough from them 
to create their own entertainment. 
Their self-made games combined 
with the influence of each other 
at different ages and stages of 
development will be an invaluable 
aid to their development as 
confident, imaginative and 
sociable children on which to 
build for the rest of their lives.

The comparative freedom of the 
summer holidays was part of 
a bigger structure surrounding 
those children. The pattern of 
their day in the holidays might 

have included a daily routine 
of helping around the home, 
considering other family members 
with different needs, sharing 
meals together, perhaps doing 
some reading and writing. More 
than likely there would be time 
on a PlayStation, watching a DVD 
or television either alone, with 
siblings or with the family. Older 
children undoubtedly spent time 
on social media sites. Engagement 
in a similar mix of activities will 
have lent a healthy balance to 
their daily lives. At the end of 
the holidays a tighter structure 
resumed as the new academic 
year in nurseries, schools and 
higher education began.

The new school year will have 
meant new expectations. For 
some children and families this 
was exciting. For others it was 
daunting. The challenge for 
parents and carers with their own 
needs, pressures and expectations, 
combined with meeting those 
of their children, may have been 
overwhelming. Some families will 
have heaved a sigh of relief as 
they gained a few precious hours 
in the day while the children were 
looked after in an educational 
setting. For others this was an 
anxious time as they not only 
missed their children, but also felt 
anxious for their children as they 
faced the demands of structured 

learning. Many parents and carers 
might be struggling in an adult 
world, maybe with the demands 
of employment or the stresses 
associated with unemployment, 
or perhaps within their local 
community. They may be carers 
of a challenging child, or elderly 
relatives. In other words, growth 
and growing is a family matter as 
well as a matter for the individual 
child.

The concept of healthy growth 
in children is a broad one. Mostly 
children develop because of and 
in spite of what life has in store 
for them. However, problems 
sometimes arise to the extent 
that help is needed. Maybe a 
child’s learning does not progress 
as expected, or their behaviour 
suddenly causes concern. Perhaps 
there was a family bereavement 
that devastated everybody. The 
sooner help is sought in the 
face of difficulties the better. For 
example, members of the church 
family, teachers and the local GP 
will all have something to offer as 
a starting point in times of need. 
Hopefully by sharing difficulties, 
healthy growth can resume and 
continue into the future.

Dr Jane Santo Warner is a chartered 
clinical psychologist and a child and 
adolescent psychotherapist. She is 
a member of the congregation and 
sings in the choir.

Sharing difficulties helps healthy growth   
by Dr Jane Santo Warner
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HOnOuRing THE pAST

Our War Memorial 
by Revd Canon Bernhard Schünemann

Our war memorial at St Stephen’s 
is based on a Celtic cross. Celtic 
crosses are very ancient and are 
found all over the British Isles. 
They are distinctive cross shapes 
with a ring around the centre of 
the cross: notable examples of this 
particular shape can also be found 
in Northern France and on the 

Baltic Estonian Islands of Saarema 
and Hiiuma. The origins and 
meaning of this shape are obscure. 
It may be a nimbus, that is to say 
a halo, underlining the holiness of 
the cross, or it may symbolise the 
universal importance of Christ.

The war memorial at St Stephen’s 
was designed and approved one 
year after the Armistice that 
effectively ended the first World 
War in 1919 and it was blessed by 
the then Bishop of Woolwich on 
21 November 1920. It has been 
the focal point of remembering 
the war-dead ever since; a list of 
names of those who died in WW2 

has since been added. We were 
recently sent this photograph of 
the 1920 dedication service, it 
was discovered in a collection of 
photographs apparently belong 
to the Stanistreet family. We 
were asked whether anyone 
locally still remembers a family 
with that name. Remembrance 
Sunday in the 21st century (this 
year on 8 November 2015) is 
still a very solemn occasion, here 
at St Stephen’s. It is nowadays 
attended by many more people 
than the gathering depicted in 
this photograph, and interestingly, 
young families with school age 
children are in the majority of 
participants.
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W. Uden & SonS
Family-oWned FUneral directorS 

Since 1881
375 lordship lane, london Se22 8JJ

tel: 020 8693 1526
At your time of need, allow our family to assist your family.

Please compare our prices, our service and our vehicles.
Private Chapels of Rest in all our premises.

Pre-paid funerals available.

www.wuden.com
Branches also at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham, Camberwell,  

Biggin Hill and Bexleyheath.

DULWICH OAKS MONTESSORI 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

    
 High quality Montessori education for children aged 2 
to 5 years (term time or all year school options) 
 Excellent outdoor facilities, large well equipped garden 
 Funded 2 year old places available 

 Open 7.45am-6pm Monday-Friday 
(Various sessions available) 
 Montessori qualified staff 
 Holiday Club  

PLACES AVAILABLE NOW! 
St Margaret Clitherow Church Hall, 22 Dulwich Wood Park, London, SE19 1HL  

Tel.: 020 8761 6555, 07795 322688 
Website: www.dulwichoaks.co.uk Email: office@dulwichoaks.co.uk 

http://www.wuden.com
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Computer Support & Training  
that comes direct to you

We can visit your home, workplace or you can 
come to us for one to one computer training

We can teach you: 

Word Processing                                                       Internet & Email

Spreadsheets                                                                                        Database

WINDOWS 8!                                                                        Virus Removal

Scanners                                                                            File Management

Digital Cameras                                                                                            Kindle

DTP                                                                                                                                            iPad

The number of hours you need is up to you
‘We upgrade, set up and troubleshoot too’  

Call Vic for more info and help

07970 434765

www.plumplanet.co.uk                                                  Email: vic@plumplanet.co.uk 
Plumplanet est. 1994

We need ‘Hassocks’! 
                 Can you help?

Have you sat in a pew at St Stephen’s, for a wedding, 
christening, a regular service, or sadly for a funeral and had to 
kneel on the wooden floor?

We have 24 pews - we need to replace 
240 agèd hassocks (kneelers)
£25 will buy a new one: - could you? 
Maybe your family could club together
Could replenish a whole row of hassocks! 
Monies or cheques made payable to St Stephen’s PCC, in an envelope marked ‘Hassocks’, will be 
gratefully received. Gift aid envelopes are in the pews if you would like to add this too.

Then, when our congregation swells at Christmas and for those Carol Services, as well as all our 
weekly services, we will be able to proudly provide comfort for those moments of peaceful prayer, on 
your knees!                 Thank you.

mailto:office%40dulwichoaks.co.uk?subject=enquiry%20via%20Spire%20magazine
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- from jungle to generous gift!                                                                                  
by Louise yates, Actress & Garden Designer

THE STORy OF A COMMuniTy gARDEn: 

Could this happen in our 
neighbourhood of South Dulwich? 
What do you think?    

I had been searching for a 
community project to re-connect 
me with my local community, 
after some years of working away 
from home. It just so happened 
that some pro-active locals had 
had similar ideas and set up a 
group called the Patchwork Farm 
up on the hill at Crystal Palace. 
After spreading their message of 
communal growing on under-
used or unwanted land, they had 

are being encouraged to extend 
our growing space as the activity 
and sense of ownership has 
transformed the space.

We have had great success 
with squash, pumpkins, salad 
leaves and tomatoes. We now 
have a rhubarb patch, growing 
workshops and soon-bees!

www.crystalpalacetransition.
org.uk/patchwork-farm.html

been contacted by the vicar at St 
John’s on Auckland Road.

Cut to some months later and 
an enthusiastic crowd of folk all 
gathered to clear the ‘meadow’, 
a piece of land next to the 
church that had become woefully 
overgrown and ‘used’ by locals for 
fly tipping and general rubbish 
dumping.

I had the task of wrangling about 
40 spirited individuals, each 
wielding some sort of tool, to 
clear head-height brambles and 
young sycamore trees. Father John 
Pritchard himself stepped up to 
fell the largest trees and the logs 
were then turned into edgings for 
the beds. After three or so ‘bramble 
bashing’ sessions like this, each 
aided by lovely home made soup 
in the church, our space emerged 
and a year and a half later, we 

growing in understanding?  
By peter Frost

Luca Pacioli was idly playing with 
his toy ducks in the bath one 
evening when he suddenly had an 
Archimedes moment. Leaping out 
shrieking the Italian equivalent of 
“Eureka” - he’d got it! Why have 
one record for a transaction when 
you could have two? And so was 
born the fundamental concept 
of double entry bookkeeping. He 

was no slouch either – not only 
a Franciscan friar, he’d taught 
Leonardo da Vinci mathematics 
(and debits and credits, no doubt) 
so who was going to argue with 
him!

What a joy, therefore, some 500 
years later, to have been able to 
appreciate St Stephen’s annual 

accounts at the Spring Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, 
containing some 18 pages of 
the obligatory “Statements of 
Recommended Practice” (known 
in the trade as the “SORP” 
accounts). The excitement was 
almost palpable as we weaved 
our way through restricted, 
designated and general funds, 
sharing such concepts with an 
enraptured audience! Yes, they 
were still awake!

Still, the enthusiasm was 
sufficient to ensure that the 
vote to adopt the Accounts was 
passed unanimously. We now 
await further SORP refinements 
currently in the process of being 
promulgated by the bean counters 
(accountants, to you and me). 
Thanks, Luca!

Anyone can attend the APCM, to 
find out how the church finances 
are acquired and managed!
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Regular Services
Sundays
8 am   Holy Communion (BCP)
10 am   Choral Eucharist with Sunday 
School during term time
12noon   Holy Baptisms

Monday to Friday
8.30 am   Silent Prayer followed at 
8.45 am by Morning Prayer

Wednesday
9.45 am   Holy Eucharist

St Margaret Clitherow RC 
Church
4 Kingswood Drive, SE19 1UR
Fr Sean Hearty  (020) 8670 1639

Regular  Services
Sunday Mass              10.30am
Portuguese Mass          9.00am
Wed – Fri Mass             9.30am
Holy Days: Mass           9.00am & 7.30pm

Autumn 2015 at St Stephen’s

Kingswood Community Baptist 
Church
Dulwich Wood Federation Primary School, 
Bowen Drive, SE21 8NS  
Pastor: Mawuli Doe
(info: Sandra Surrey 07986 002389) 

Regular Services
Sundays     10.30am 
Wednesday     7.30-9.00pm Non-
denominational Bible Study Ketra Rooms
Saturday Prayer Group  10am-12noon 
37 Kingswood Drive, Pastor Mawuli’s home

Sunday 27 September: St Michael and All Angels
10am -  An Angel themed service with special music and our Archdeacon 

the Venerable Jane Steen is preaching.

3pm -  The will be the final concert of this weekend’s ‘Cello Workshop’.

Sunday 5th October
10am -  Harvest Festival
 An All Age service with our choir. We will be collecting harvest gifts 

for our local refugee charity.

Sunday 1 November
6pm -  All Souls’ Memorial Service
 This choral service offers an opportunity to remember, give thanks 

and pray for the departed. This is followed by a blessing of graves 
in our church garden.

Sunday 8 November
10.15am -  Remembrance Sunday Service
 This service will include an act of Remembrance around our war 

memorial with 2 minutes’ silence at 11am. Please be in the church 
in good time as this service is busy.

Saturday 14 November 
7.30pm -  KING HENRY’S BAND  
 An entertaining evening of tuneful music from the 16th Century 

played on a variety of period instruments by Robert FitzGerald. 
Tickets £10 (see website).

Saturday 28 November
 Quiz Night with fish & chip supper (details for tickets will be on our 

website ).

Sunday 29 November: ADVENT SUNDAY
 Confirmations with the Bishop of Woolwich; (if you would like to 

be confirmed please email the Vicar or curate. Preparation classes 
begin on 7 October).

Advent Study Course
 During the second half of November we will be offering a three 

session Advent Study Course on ‘Faith and Work’, please look on 
our website for location and timings for this.

Photo: Wild Flower 
Meadow in Dulwich Park 
 ©Sarah Bucknall


