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Spire will be out three times a year. Enter the competition or let us 
know what you think at Spire@ststephensdulwich.org 

Looking for a venue for 
your party or group?
St Stephen’s Millennium Hall: 
available to hire from£35/hr.
To book contact Mrs Joy Parkinson 
on (020) 8670 5373 or 
hallbookings@ststephensdulwich.org

Where 
in the parish?
Can you identify where you will 
find this?
The first five correct answers by 
post or email to the editor will 
receive bars of fair trade chocolate

Last issue’s photograph was the 
folly on Sydenham Hill Woods!

Here we are, about to enter 
the ‘season of mists and 
mellow fruitfulness’, to quote 
Keats.  For many of us it’s also 
the season of getting back to 
normal routine.  The French 
call it ‘La Rentrée,’ literally the 
re-entry, a phrase which calls 
to mind space craft hurtling 
back to earth after a blissful 
flight.  Well, it need not be 
such a painful transition; why 
not ease yourself into things 
with a browse through Spire, 
the community magazine of St 
Stephen’s Parish Church. 
In this third issue we bring 
you a harvest of seasonal 
delights as we dive into the 
soil of Dulwich with some 
enthusiastic allotment owners, 
learn about the history and 
continuing developments at 
the Dulwich Wood Nursery 
School and find out what the 
youngsters at St Stephens get 
up to of a Friday night.  We 
send a parishioner off to stalk 
the vicar for a ‘Day in the 
Life’ feature and give you the 
chance to win some lovely Fair 
Trade chocolate in our photo 
competition.  Throwing in a 
sideways a look at Harvest 
Festival and highlights of 
events this Autumn, including 
a visit by a Spitting Image 
puppeteer, we think there’s 
plenty here to get your teeth 
into.   

Congratulations Nick!
Our Curate, Nick Davies, was ordained on 28 June and celebrated his first 
mass with his family and us on Sunday 5th July with lunch in the hall 
afterwards.
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A FLY ON THE WALL

A Vicar’s day
Linda Christian-Edwards

Until recently I had not 
attended church since a 
child.  Feeling drawn back to 
faith I was given a wonderful 
welcome at St Stephen’s and 
was surprised by the depth 
and diversity of the vicar’s 
role.  Reverend Bernhard 
Schünemann kindly took me 
through a typical day. 

At our Curate Nick Davies’ 
Ordination we heard a kind 
of “job description” for the 
Clergy.  I couldn’t help but 
feel overwhelmed for the 
candidates: 

“Priests are called to be 
servants and shepherds among 
the people to whom they are 
sent..... they are to resist evil, 
support the weak, defend the 
poor, and intercede for all in 
need.  They are to minister to 
the sick and prepare the dying 
for their death.  Guided by the 
Spirit they are to discern and 
foster the gifts of all God’s 
people, so that the whole 
Church may be built up in 
unity and strength.”

All this and the shopping to do 
as well!

Bernhard’s day begins at 6am, 
drafting a sermon and a funeral 
address.  At 8.30 he spends 
time in silent prayer and then 
communal Morning Prayer.  At 
9.45 is the Eucharist, then visits 
to homebound parishioners.  
Afterwards Bernhard visits 
Dulwich Wood Nursery where 
he is a governor.

I was relieved to hear that 
Bernhard has some time to 
himself between 1 and 3pm.  
The next hour he spends with 
his children: it is part of a 
vicar’s duty to model a good 

Christian life and not to accept 
our culture of long hours and 
overwork.

At 5pm Bernhard attends the 
weekly staff meeting before 
seeing Michael Spencer, the 
Director of Music, to plan the 
next 6 months.  The day ends 
with a couple preparing for 
marriage.

As we heard in the Ordination 
Service, “You cannot bear the 
weight of this calling in your 
own strength, but only by the 
grace and power of God.” 
And here is what I found most 
surprising; the demands and 
rigors of the role, the sheer 
weight of tasks and lack of 
time, the call to foster one’s 
own spiritual development and 
retain time to listen for God’s 
word is not seen as a burden 
but a privilege to which one is 
called, an opportunity to fulfill 
one’s own potential for good.  
I asked what unexpected gifts 
had come and Bernhard replied 
that his work had become 
more fulfilling and enjoyable 
over time.
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 YOUNG PEOPLE

Virgo Fidelis Prep School
An Independent Catholic School

For Girls and Boys aged 3 – 11
All faiths are warmly welcomed.

 

‘A School where every child is valued, 
where respect is paramount and where 

fun is part of every day’

Small classes; outstanding academic 
results – in the past two years, 30% of 
pupils obtained scholarship to top local 

schools.

Please contact the school for further 
information.

147 Central Hill, Upper Norwood, 
London, SE19 1RS

Tel: 020 8653 2169
office@vfps.org

www.vfps.org

In the small leafy suburb of 
South Dulwich, for two Fridays 
a month, the residents prepare 
themselves for two hours of 
pandemonium and chaos.  
What could be causing this?  
Another water mains pipe 
bursting?  A regular air show 
conveniently taking place 
above Dulwich?  No, it’s the 
St Stephens Youth Club (more 
commonly known as ‘Da best 
of da best’).  Armed with 
nothing but a one pound coin, 
15 young people fortnightly 
descend upon St Stephen’s 
Church looking for fun, new 
friends and an opportunity to 
explore their faith.
This youth club was the brain 
child of Nick Davies, the newly 
ordained priest at St Stephens, 
Paul and Judy Acers to allow 
young teenagers in the local 
area to be together without the 
constraints of a church service.  

As a result the group is open 
to all regardless of religion, 
although some Christian 
themes are integrated into 
the meetings.  There are two 
requirements; only those who 
are over 10 can go and there is 
a small entrance fee (although 
your first visit is free!) 
For £1, not only will you be 
offered a range of activities that 
are fun and exciting (varying 
from cooking to wide games to 
table football) but you will be 
eligible to go on outings every 
term.  Examples of past visits 
include wall climbing and a 
day out at in Richmond (which 
included a picnic and a photo 
competition). 
However, unlike some youth 
clubs where the leaders plan 
the meetings without the 
authorisation of the children, 
‘Da best of da best’ allows all of 
its members to decide on many 

of its matters, for example 
the name of the club and the 
location of the termly visits
Many of the members felt 
that the youth club was a 
great addition to their Friday 
nights, that they preferred it to 
‘watching television or using 
the internet’, and that they 
would prioritise it as ‘Da best 
of da best’ only happens twice 
a month.  In addition, with the 
future prospect of a DVD night, 
a BBQ and a drama evening to 
name but a few, this youth club 
will not only retain its original 
members but grow in number. 
Next term’s Youth Club dates 
are as follows: 11 September, 
25 September, 9 October, 6 
November, 20 November, 4 
December and 18 December 
from 6.30 – 8.30pm.  For further 
information contact Nick 
Davies at nickduffdavies@
googlemail.com

Friday nights will never be the same again…
Ennan Mwendwa
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ESTATE AGENTS     VALUERS      PROPERTY MANAGERS

Specialists in the sale of property in Dulwich and
the surrounding areas.  Please contact us for our 

latest Property List or visit our website
www.harveywheeler.com

27 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE21 7BN

FAX: 020-8693 6582   email: sales@harveywheeler.com

www.harveywheeler.com
020 – 8693 4321
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ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

Bringing harvest home
Andrea Hensher

Harvest celebrations were 
largely pagan affairs until the 
middle of the 19th Century 
when a somewhat eccentric 
vicar decided to design a 
service around it for his 
remote Cornish population, 
encouraging them to bring 
produce to the church and 
offer thanks for it.

The Reverend Robert Stephen 
Hawker, a distinctive figure 
in pink rimless hat, large 
black boots and three quarter 
length purple coat, was a man 
of unusual habits, including 
keeping a large pig and nine 
cats as pets.  In 1843, he 
arrived at the small village of 
Morwenstow on Cornwall’s 
North Coast, where he found a 
congregation barely surviving 
in a harsh and bleak setting.  
Their only respite came 
from the gruesome practice 
of luring passing sailors to 
founder on the rocks beneath 
their village in order to loot 
their ships.  In an attempt to 
turn their energies elsewhere, 
and to draw their attention to 
the blessings of the harvest, it 
no doubt seemed like a good 
idea to the good Reverend to 
introduce this innovation.

By 1862 the Church of 
England recognised Harvest 
Thanksgiving as an official 
festival, and it soon became 
more popular in terms of 
church attendance than 
Christmas or New Year.  Even 

now, in churches and schools 
across the country this 
newcomer of a festival lives on.  
However remote from daily life 
in London the actual process 
of producing food may seem, 
society is arguably more aware 
of food politics than ever 
before.  This annual festival 
may seem like a mere nod to 
British agriculture, often seen 
to be in decline, but despite 
the significant amounts of 
imported food we see on our 
supermarket shelves, British 
farmers still produce 60% of 
the UK’s total food supplies, 
according to a recent report by 
the National Farmers Union. 

British Food Fortnight begins 
on September 19th, a national 
campaign promoting seasonal 
UK produce.  Chefs will be 
going into local schools, many 
pubs and restaurants will be 
running all-British menus and 
in this its eighth year, there 
will also be a particular focus 
on public sector food suppliers, 
with the Ministry of Defence, 
the NHS, the prison service and 
all Government departments 
all promising to serve up British 
fare during this period. 

The desire to celebrate the 
harvest persists, whether in 
church services or campaigns 
like this one, even in an 
age where technological 
innovation has moved most 
people away from the soil 
itself.  Bon appétit!
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A GROWING TRADITION

Nestling into Sydenham 
Hill commanding a 
magnificent, panoramic 
view of the London 
skyline are Grange Lane 
Allotments.
Octogenarian Bill Gilbert 
has worked allotments 
there since the 1960s.  “They 
moved to them to Grange 
Lane (from Frank Dixon Way) 
in 1952.  The site had been 
used as a dumping ground 
during the war and a parking 
site for Barrage Balloons.  
Was in an awful state, but 
we gradually cleared it”. 

Bill’s Father owned three 
plots until he passed away 
in 1963.  Bill, osmotically, 
acquired gardening skills 
then kept the tradition 
alive.  The Allotments hold 
fond memories - time with 
Dad, school trips to Grange 
Lane in the 1930s, the old 
footpath connecting the 
Parish Churches of Dulwich.  
For Bill it’s about family and 
a lifetime connection with 
the soil and Dulwich.

Jan Davison’s allotment is 
testimony to what love of 
food and hard work can 
achieve in just a year. 

Well laid out in raised black 
boxes, the initial impression 
is ‘designer style’, but Jan 
is returning to the roots of 
grow your own!  “In medieval 
times everyone gardened on 
beds of mounded earth.  It’s 
focused - greater yields from 
more nutritious, undisturbed 
soil.”  The proof is clear - 

a promising onion patch, 
vibrant courgette flowers, 
elegant spires of Jerusalem 
artichoke, boisterous 
potatoes, lush tomatoes.  
All organic and no waste – 
it’s fed back into the soil- 
“It’s like wine -the terror!  
Muck counts - composted 
vegetable matter and horse 
manure for flavour.” 

Is it simply about flavour?  
No, community/common 
purpose is really important 
too.  “We talk about weather 
conditions, sharing ideas 
or advice and swapping 
seeds.”  For Jan, however, 
creativity and nurturing are 
at the heart of grow your 
own.  “It inspires what we 
eat everyday.  Meal planning 
becomes more creative.  It’s 
also the miracle of how 
quickly things come to 
harvest!  Plant a tiny seed, in 
no time you have a seedling 
and then a crop – potatoes 
in only two months!”

Jan’s passionate respect for 
food will soon be realised 
in a book on the origins of 
European foods –“Why do 
we have the foods we eat?  
It’s about subsistence and 
preservation.  You grow food, 
you get a glut - it has to be 
preserved.”  Jan contrasts the 
importance of allotments 
- “Here allotments are seen 
as quirky/old fashioned; in 
other countries vegetable 
patches are a fundament of 
life - everyone grows!” 

We await Jan’s book - watch 
this space.

Produce on our doorstep – 
Grange Lane Allotment Society                                                     Jan Brades-Payne
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LUIGI’S RESTAURANT
Italian Specialities at their best

& The finest Italian wines

FULLY LICENSED

Open all day 7 days a week
Last dinner orders

10.30 pm

129 Gypsy Hill, Dulwich, London, SE19 1QS
(020) 8670 1843

Proprietor: Mr Genaro Machin 
www.luigis-online.co.uk

MAGGIE’S
The Ultimate in home cleaning
(020) 8777 9713 (Answerphone)

Regular monthly, bi-weekly or 
weekly service to coincide with your 
requirements.  We also offer a spring 

cleaning service.

Maggie’s professionally trained team 
of ladies are here to dust your blues 
away.  We are in your area now.  We 

supply all our own materials and 
equipment.

Ring us on our mobile: 
07860 367857

Cleaning in Dulwich for 25 years
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THE SPIRE INTERVIEWS...

There’s been a nursery in Lyall 
Avenue on the Kingswood 
Estate for decades, but the 
old building was demolished 
about four years ago to 
make way for the modern, 
timbered structure that is 
the Dulwich Wood Nursery 
and Children’s Centre.  
Head Teacher Elizabeth 
Fleetwood has been involved 
in nursery provision here for 
a number of years.  ‘I always 
wanted to be a teacher, and 
specialised within Early Years.  
Children at that age are eager 
to find out about the world 

around them, eager to develop 
their skills.  I’ve worked in 
primary schools and nursery 
schools, but preferred the 
nursery environment.’
The centre currently has space 
for 120 3 and 4 - year olds 
attending either morning or 
afternoon sessions, with some 
being offered a full-time place 
during their last term.  There 
are 12 places each for 2–3 
year olds and under 2s.  There 
are currently some afternoon 
places available.  Open 48 
weeks in the year, the centre 
also provides services for 
parents and families, including 
housing and benefits advice 
and back-to-work support.  
Anyone with children under six 
can use these services.
During the year-long rebuild, 
the nursery moved into 
Kingswood House, close 
enough for staff and children 
to watch progress on their new 
facility.  With its state of the 
art play area and large, airy 
classes, the improvement has 
been significant in many ways. 
‘Since we moved into this 

Elizabeth Fleetwood, Head Teacher
Dulwich Wood Nursery

new building we’ve had our 
own kitchen,’ says Elizabeth 
Fleetwood.  ‘Our chef prepares 
fresh food on site daily.  We 
promote healthy eating, 
providing fresh fruit platters to 
all the classes each day.  On a 
Friday parents are invited in for 
a family lunch together with 
their children.  It’s a very social 
occasion; we use tablecloths, 
put out flowers and play 
music.  The 3-5’s have planted 
herbs this year which Chef 
uses in the kitchen.  It’s a lovely 
sensory activity for them at 
this age.  During the summer 
the 3-5’s grow vegetables.  We 
have long-term plans for some 
community involvement in 
this part of school life, perhaps 
with a community allotment.’
‘My vision is to be a centre 
of excellence, working with 
parents, carers and children 
in the community.  This is a 
very special and unique part 
of Southwark, without all the 
resources that other areas may 
have; it’s a little forgotten 
corner.  So there’s more of 
a sense of investing in this 
community, of getting people 
to work together.’ 
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20 September
Sunday 10am service
“The Puppet Prodigal Son” by professional puppeteer and 
priest, Simon Buckley (of ‘Bear Behaving Badly’ and ‘Spitting 
Image’ fame) suitable for children of all ages and adults.

26 September 
Saturday  7.30pm
Sirinu - 4 highly talented musicians present an innovative 
programme of Spanish & South American music, combining 
a staggering array of instruments with elements of theatre, 
ritual & dance.  The concert will appeal to all ages, with 
opportunities for children to try out the different unusual 
instruments.  
Tickets - adults £5, concessions £3, under 16’s £1

4 October 
Sunday 10am HARVEST FESTIVAL

31 October 
Saturday 6.00 – 8.00pm
Alternative Halloween for children and young people 
featuring a fancy dress competition for the best angel or 
saint, games, food and entertainment, including fire-eating.  
Yes, I said fire-eating.  
See Church noticeboard for more details

1 November 
Sunday 6pm 
Special Choral Service for All Souls, remembering all who 
have recently died

8 November 
Remembrance Sunday 
Service starts at 9.45 with the special open air Remembrance 
ceremony at our newly restored War memorial

14 November 
Saturday 7pm 
Quiz Night with Fish and Chips Supper in the Church Hall

6 December 
Sunday at 10am 
Special preacher: Archbishop Malkhas Songulashvili (Tblisi), 
leader of the Baptist Church in Georgia

Our Autumn Programme

Regular Services 
Sunday:
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Sung Parish Eucharist 
with Sunday School

Monday to Friday: 
8.30am Silent Prayer 
followed at 8.45am by 
Morning Prayer

Wednesday: 
9.45 Holy Eucharist


