8am Sunday 29 July 2026

Collect

O GOD, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth;
We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those
things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

READINGS - Genesis 29. 15-28

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore
serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?

And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the
younger was Rachel.

Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.

And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, | will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger
daughter.

And Laban said, It is better that | give her to thee, than that | should give her to
another man: abide with me.

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days,
for the love he had to her.

And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that | may go
in unto her.

And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast.

And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her
to him; and he went in unto her.

And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid.

And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban,
What is this thou hast done unto me? did not | serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore
then hast thou beguiled me?

And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before
the firstborn.

Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve
with me yet seven other years.

And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife
also.

Romans 8. 26-end

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them
he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?

Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter.

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord

GOSPEL - Matthew |13 31-33 and 44-52

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field:

Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the
branches thereof.

Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven,
which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and
buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:
Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and
bought it.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and
gathered of every kind:

Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good
into vessels, but cast the bad away.

So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just,

And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.

Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea,
Lord.

Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom
of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his
treasure things new and old.



