8am Sunday 23 August 2026

Collect

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear
than we to pray, and art wont to give more than either we desire or
deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy; forgiving us
those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good
things which we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

READINGS - Isaiah 5. |-6

Now will | sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his
vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:

And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it
with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also
made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, | pray
you, betwixt me and my vineyard.

What could have been done more to my vineyard, that | have not done
in it? wherefore, when | looked that it should bring forth grapes,
brought it forth wild grapes?

And now go to; | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard: | will take
away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the
wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:

And | will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall
come up briers and thorns: | will also command the clouds that they
rain no rain upon it.

Romans 2. |-8

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service.

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to

think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure
of faith.

For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not
the same office:

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of another.

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us,
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;
Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on
teaching;

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with
simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with
cheerfulness.

GOSPEL - Matthew 16. 13-20

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that | the Son of man am?

And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am?

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God.

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which
is in heaven.

And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was
Jesus the Christ.



