
8am Sunday 20 September 2026  

Collect 
O Lord, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity cleanse and defend thy 

Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without thy succour, 

preserve it evermore by thy help and goodness; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

READING - Jonah 3 and verses from chapter 4 
And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 

Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching 

that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to 

the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of 

three days’ journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s 

journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown. So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a 

fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least 

of them.  

For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 

and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat 

in ashes.  And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 

Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither 

man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor 

drink water: But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 

mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and 

from the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn 

and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and 

God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; 

and he did it not. 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 

And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not 

this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before 

unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, 

slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

And God said to Jonah, … And should not I spare Nineveh, that great 

city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot 

discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much 

cattle? 

GOSPEL - Matthew 20. 1-6 
For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, 

which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.  

And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 

And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace,  And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, 

and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way.  Again 

he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.  And 

about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, 
and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?  They say unto 

him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into 

the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.  So when 

even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call 

the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto 

the first.  And when they came that were hired about the eleventh 

hour, they received every man a penny.  But when the first came, they 

supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise 

received every man a penny.  And when they had received it, they 

murmured against the goodman of the house,  Saying, These last have  

wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which 

have borne the burden and heat of the day.  But he answered one of 

them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with 

me for a penny?  Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this 

last, even as unto thee.  Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with 

mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?  So the last shall be 

first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen 

 

 


