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O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee;
mercifully grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule
our hearts; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

READINGS - Exodus 21. -4

These are the ordinances that you shall set before them:

When you buy a male Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years, but in
the seventh he shall go out a free person, without debt. If he comes in
single, he shall go out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall
go out with him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons
or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master’s and he
shall go out alone.

Philippians 3. [-9

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord.

To write the same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you
it is a safeguard.

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who
mutilate the flesh! For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship
in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence
in the flesh— even though |, too, have reason for confidence in the
flesh.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the
law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because
of Christ. More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order
that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness

of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.

GOSPEL - Matthew 22. |-14

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves,
saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light
of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the
rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned
their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so
the wedding hall was filled with guests.

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how
did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless.
Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’



