
8am Sunday 25 October 2026  

Collect 
GRANT, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon 

and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee 

with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.. 

READINGS 

Nehemiah 8. 1-4a & 5-12 
And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the 

street that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the 

scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had 

commanded to Israel. 

And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of 

men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the 

first day of the seventh month. 

And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate 

from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and 

those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive unto the book of the law. 

And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made 

for the purpose;  

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 

And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. And all the people answered, 

Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, 

and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 

Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 

Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the 

Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood 

in their place. 

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the 

sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, 

and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This 

day is holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the 

people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 

Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 

and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this 

day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord 

is your strength. 

So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the 

day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 

And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send 

portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the 

words that were declared unto them 

Colossians 3. 12-17 
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 

mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a 

quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 

perfectness. 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 

called in one body; and be ye thankful. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

GOSPEL - Matthew 24. 30-35 
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then 

shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 

coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 

shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of 

heaven to the other. 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and 

putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 

So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, 

even at the doors. 

Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things 

be fulfilled. 

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

 


