
8am Sunday 8 November 2026  

Collect 
O GOD, our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness: 

Be ready, we beseech thee, to hear the devout prayers of thy Church; 

and grant that those things which we ask faithfully we may obtain 

effectually; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

READINGS 

Amos 5. 18-24 
Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! to what end is it for 

you? the day of the Lord is darkness, and not light. 

As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the 

house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. 

Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and not light? even very dark, 

and no brightness in it? 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn 

assemblies. 

Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not 

accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. 

Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the 

melody of thy viols. 

But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream. 

1 Thessalonians 4. 13-end 
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 

hope. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 

sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 

alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 

which are asleep. 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 

with the Lord. 

Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

GOSPEL - Matthew 25.  1-13 
Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 

took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 

But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet him. 

Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps 

are gone out. 

But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us 

and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were 

ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 

But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 

the Son of man cometh. 

 

 

 

 

 


